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FAITH A NECESSITY. 


BY REV. A. F. SPALDING, NORWICH, CT. 


Gop saves the soul. The Holy Spirit alone savingly regenerates, through the word of 
trath. ‘The church of Christ is to place the truth in contact with the human heart. This 
is its work by its ministers. Approving those who have heard the call, Go, disciple all 
nations, — it sends them forth. But the church and all its organisms are recreant to their 
trust, if for a moment they forget the Divine promise, linked with the Divine commission, 
Lo, I am with you alway. Forget it! nay, it is the vital element, the very life of 
every pulpit in Christendom, — of every plan and act of the church’s representatives in 
annual gatherings, through Boards and Executives, and so over oceans to every zayat and 
jungle, seeking to take from paganism its yet almost countless victims. 

This promise is the need of the church in saving man, whoever, wherever, he may be. 
Take this away, and you degrade the church to the level of worldly wisdom — of school, 
lyceum, college, which do not aim distinctively to prepare for the immortal destiny. Re- 
move this from the undertakings abroad for the soul in moral darkness, and the work 
becomes simply material in its aims, finding its place by the side of some Burlingame’s 
fruitless embassy, not seeking to benefit spiritually, but physically, socially, intellectually. 
This work of man an enlightened selfishness may seek, while the work of God in missions 
is an “absolute, life-long renunciation of self.” 

Lo, I am with you,—this expresses the Divine element in the work of the church. 
Taking this promise the church grasps the Divine, and its true success is in the ratio of 
its Faith. Eliminate Faith, and with whatever of finances and working forces, the 
church is not true to its trust ; and forgetting or slighting this, it will falter and fail. The 
church can change no heart ; it stands before man and utters the message of love; but 
the power of savingly receiving that message, it cannot give. Regeneration is not within | 
its power. Here then Faith leaves the work with God. God gives the soul to see its 


infinite danger and to take salvation —believing, to live. Faith, then, not in ways and 
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methods however wise ; Faith, regardless of measures in themselves, however expedient ; 
Faith in God and God’s word, as the church’s vital power,—a confidence intelligent, 
affectionate, strong in God, is the first need of the church. 

True as is this, and accepted readily as it is by the church in its work in Christian 
lands, preéminently is this true of the conduct of the work in paganism. For there must 
be Faith in God’s methods also, in all God’s agencies and instrumentalities. And the need 
of Faith in God, in his word, in his methods, increases with the greatness of the work 
to be done. 


THE HOME WORK. 


What is the distinctive work of the church at home? The sin of the church isa 
guilty, criminal indifference to perishing souls; an indifference plausibly defended, by 
the distance from us of the heathen, by the consequent enhanced difficulty of reaching 
them, and by the fear that our scanty gifts may not go towards the simple work of placing 
the gospel before the lost, but may be swallowed up in the transmitting processes. These 
objections are of no avail, and this indifference still remains a crime, and for it the church 
at this hour is verily and greatly guilty. Where is the American Christian who feels 
deeply — constantly feels — his direct accountability to God for each perishing soul of 
earth whom in any way he may reach? Where is such an one? Or, if any there be, 
how few are they? If for those whom we may directly reach there is little, no anxiety, 
how much less concern, if possible, for those separated from us by land and sea, dwelling 
in the uttermost parts of the earth! How very little the interest in missions, of the 
average American Christian! And what single church, what section of the church uni- 
versal, feels, throughout all its parts, real sympathy for the lost ? 

Faith now is needed in teaching the church to feel and to express its responsibility for 
every pagan who has not heard the gospel. This accountability the church, by the forces 
of its organisms, aims to awaken, and intensify, and systematize, and draw forth in large 
expression. And the work is given to men, chosen men, full of faith and power. Is not 
Faith their preéminent need? For theirs is the mission work, not less, not more, than 
in Swatow, or Maulmain, or Bengal. Our late war was fought as largely in cabinet and 
congress as in camp, as bravely in Northern homes as on battle-fields. And is not the 
correspondence which binds the hearts of the unknown to those who have appointed them 
their agents, truly mission work ? Is not the harmonizing of discordancies abroad, from 
which the most saintly are not free —is not all the dry detail of figures, of appropriative 
money orders, of exchanges and remittances, conveying our poor, meagre gifts to the 
East, — are not all these as much the discipling of nations, as is his work who stands 
before the cathedrals of Germany, or the pagodas of the Orient, there preaching Christ ? 
The work is one. 

To less than a score of men does the American Church of our name commit the 
special work of bringing the three millions and more worshipping beneath our banners in 
this New World. into direct contact with the hearts of almost a thousand millions perish- 
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ing for lack of knowledge. How quicken the zeal of the zealous ; how answer objections ; 
‘how remove listlessness and indifference ; how arouse the apathetic, and awaken the 
slumbering ; how consecrate intelligence by the printed page; how lead the young con- 
vert in revival to embrace with loving heart a dying world ; how with faith in sanc- 
tified human nature, move men to give back to God his own —willingly to give, 
not impulsively, but by system —generously, largely, as men give to burned cities, so to 
give for souls on the verge of unquenchable fire — lovingly, prayerfully, to give; how 
inspire with the gospel, and consecrate to Christ, the educational forces abroad; how 
train the new-born churches in the East to toil and to give ; how, above all, as the great 
duty, to find God’s chosen men, in the paucity of laborers, to select with discrimination, 
to direct and advise the toilers; how, as the soldiers fall, as Johnson the last so nobly 
fell, to fill the ranks? Who is sufficient for these ? How shall all this be done? It is 
beyond the thrilling appeals of the pen, beyond the eloquence of platforms and conventions, 
it is above the power of man. It is by Faith in God and his word, by Faith in God’s 
cause and in missions as his cause ; it is in the promise which Faith grasps, *‘ Lo, I am 
with you alway.” 


THE FOREIGN WORK. 


Nor is Faith less the first need of those who conduct our missions in the field. As they 
stand before pagan ignorance, they find their secret, real, only power is Faith. Faith in 
God, in his cause, in his methods. For while uncultured Shan, Garo, and Karen, when 
enlightened by the Spirit, at once open their hearts to the simple story of the cross; and 
while, on the other hand, the proud Brahmin and Burman are less easily won to gospel 
truth, just as the scientist and skeptic at home entrench themselves in error and defy 
assault ; yet what thoughtful person will be found to assert, that the gospel finds readier 
access to the darkened heart, through uncultured, than cultured intellects, where, as 
in civilization, God and the Bible are recognized in college and school, in church and 
home? Widely different from the learning and science of gospel lands, are truths 
accepted as such by paganism. While its moral axioms will be found doubtless to have 
originated in the times of Genesis, or among the thunders of Sinai, its immortality is 
transmigration or annihilation. Who can cope with forces like these, with ignorance so 
dark as to be felt? What power can meet, and move, and expect to overcome these, but 
Faith in Him who hath the keys of hell and of death? And in the strength which age 
gives to all that is essentially hostile to Christ, in the hoary paganism of the East, is 
there seen, once again, the preéminent need of Faith, as we look away to the solitary 
workers. 

The sin of heathenism, is criminal indifference to the true God. The religion 
of the Hindoo is’ Buddhism, and its great upas-tree, lordly caste. In these for long 
ages has it fortified itself. China treats Christianity not often discourteously, but with 
a pleasant smile of indifference dismisses her claims. China cares less for Buddhism, 
than for her ancestral worship — the very enunciation of which tells its strength — of 
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cycles’ growth. “Earthly to the last degree is China,” are Mr. Ashmore’s expressive 
words in his last letter home. 

Heathenism has in common with Christianity our intuitive fear of the unknown Deity 
alone. Beyond this intuition, this instinct, India and China treat the claims of the true 
God with supreme unconcern. ‘* Let us alone,” they say. They ask only, “ Let us fold 
our hands in sleep for ages yet.’’ Were Buddhism progressive and aggressive, sending 
its priests as missionaries, not so formidable a foe would it be as now in this cool, calm, 
imperious indifference. The nearly thousand millions of the followers of Buddha can 
only be waked by the power of God, and this power Faith alone claims and takes. With 
this Faith, Carey and Judson for long years waited ; with this Faith, Vinton and Thomas 
fought, and conquered, and died. 


FAITH A CONQUEROR. 

More to the thoughtful is not needed to enforce and to illustrate the preéminent 
necessity of Faith, for the conduct of the work in the field at home and the field abroad. 
And as toil supplements Faith, so Faith true, pure, and strong supplements toil. The 
converse of the proposition founded on the common saying is equally true, “'The Faith 
which from God expects great things, for God attempts great things.’’ A larger Faith, 
and God would shake the church at home, slumbering in its unconcern. A stronger Faith 
in God would make broader inroads among perishing things in the East. A Faith is 
needed which seeks only the nature of the expected service, and then with courage, activ- 
ity, sagacity, and enterprise, performs the task. A Faith is needed which shall fore- 
cast the future, and lay the foundations firmly ; for painful is it, that after nearly two gen- 
erations of Christian civilization, the Sandwich Islanders now bring to the burial of their 
king the old barbaric rites of idolatry. A bold Faith is then needed. As bold as 
Luther's, who in the night before that morning, when he went into Worms to beard 
emperor and pope, could pray in words whose boldness appals us, “O, my God, where 
art Thou? art Thou dead?” God was with him that day, and because he stood firm 
there, we to-day stand. Such Faith in God shall conquer. “'This is the victory that 
overcometh.” In the words of one of our workers abroad, than whom none is more 
faithful and earnest, Mr. Crawley ; words in his last letter home in regard to the “ Ran- 
goon and Prome Railroad,” a result of Christian civilization ; no better words may I find 
to call forth a warm response from all hearts in our convocation: “ Faith,” he writes, 
“bids me see the steam engine bursting through this jungle, dragging its rich freight of the 
undeveloped wealth of this country, and dragging into endless captivity all the effete beliefs, 
the stupendous frauds and impositions on humanity, of which pagoda and idol are the 
rank and suitable exponents.’” And thus “ The kingdoms of this world shall become the 
kingdoms of our Lord and of his Christ, and He shall reign forever and ever.’ Be it ours 
then to pray, as the great need of the church, the simple prayer of old, “ Lord, increase 
our Faith,” for without it, the church is powerless for good and for God. 


In order to obtain a just idea of a pastor’s 
responsibility in the work of missions, we must 
keep in mind the character of the Christian 
church, and the relation the pastor sustains to 
the church. All will recognize the fact that 
the church is peculiarly a missionary body 
organized with the view of executing the will of 
Christ in the evangelization of the entire world. 
“ Go ye into all the world, and preach the gos- 
pel to every creature.” Every pastor acts 
under the terms of that commission. It cannot 
be enlarged to require more of any one, and it 
cannot be abridged to demand less. And to 
just the extent that we localize our strength 
and means, in just that ratio our conceptions 
become narrow and our strength becomes our 
weakness. 


BROTHERHOOD. 


There is a great brotherhood of birth to us 
all. In the beginning God created man in his 
own image. Sothat wherever man is found to- 
day, there we find a brother. No intervening 
space and no variation of condition can weaken 
our obligation to him, because it is divinely 
imposed. As we remember how dear our hope 
in Christ is to us to-day, so are we bound to 
consider that the Saviour is no more precious 
tous than he might be to the benighted millions 
of distant climes. They are immortal with our- 
selves. ‘They need the same Saviour in whom 
we trust. We owe a heavy debt to the race as 
arace. This obligation thus viewed we recog- 
nize in many ways. When, years ago, the 
terrors of famine impended over Ireland, we sent 
acargo of food to the hungry poor. And dur- 
ing the Franco-Prussian struggle we contributed 
for the wounded and needy of both nations. 
And what is true of our own people is equally so 
of other nations. When the cities of Chicago 
and Boston were so fearfully devastated by fire, 
contributions were poured forth, not only from 
the towns and cities of our own land, but dis- 
tant nations felt the impulse to send relief, and 
responded. And if men are so constituted as 
to recognize the principle of brotherhood in 
material things, what have we a right to expect 
when they are born into the likeness of Christ ? 
From them we hear the Macedonian cry, 
“Come over and help us.” Who can doubt 


that salvation would be as sweet to them as it 
And would not heaven be as dear 


is to us? 
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MISSIONARY RESPONSIBILITY OF PASTORS. 


BY REV. 8S. F. BROWN, CAVENDISH, VT. 


to them? No one can look abroad and say, 
These things are nothing to me; these people 
may be sinful and ignorant, but I have all I can 
do at home ; I am not responsible for their con- 
dition. The old question comes down the 
stream of time, losing none of its force, “ Where 
is thy brother?” Certainly we are responsible 
for his condition. At least we are responsible 
for anything in his moral and spiritual condition 
from which we could have relieved him. This 
obligation springs from the great law of kindred- 
ship. And if we fail to heed the call coming to 
us with so pressing importunity, we cannot with 
the great apostle to the Gentiles say, “I am 
free from the blood of all men.” 


RELATIONS TO CHRIST. 


Christ was one sent from the Father. And 
the word apostle, the title by which the twelve 
disciples were designated, signifies one sent out 
or away from; expressing very nearly the sense 
of our word missionary. Christ and the apostles 
were messengers to bear the glad tidings of 
salvation to the regions beyond. With them the 
primary idea was that of missionary work. To 
whatever extent their labor was local it was 
regarded only as a foothold gained, a rallying- 
point secured as a base from which fresh aggres- 
sions could be made. As churches became estab- 
lished, the work in them required local pastors, 
most of whose time and energies were spent on 
the fields where they resided. But the early 
history of the church shows that the missionary 
spirit was active, and the first pastors largely 
realized the measure of their obligation. Nor 
has responsibility diminished with time, There 
are two thoughts presenting themselves in this 
connection, deserving our careful consideration. 
The first is, Should not every one called of God 
to preach the gospel, ask prayerfully, not, Where 
can I find the most comfortable settlement, but, 
Why should I not go and proclaim the gospel 
where Christ is not known? Indeed, it is a 
fair question whether the American pastors will 
not have it to answer for, at the judgment-day, 
why they sat down amid the comforts and 
luxuries of home, and left the great vineyard 
uncultivated. Certainly the spirit and genius 
of the gospel require one to go. It is the 
direction of Christ to one who has beforehand 
and voluntarily promised obedience to every 
known duty. Hence he who stays at home 
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owes it to himself and to the Redeemer, to have 
suitable reasons for doing so, The second ques- 
tion arises when it is settled that duty requires 
one to stay at home, and it is this: What can J 
do to promote most the spread of the gospel 
over all the world? At no point in one’s 
life does obligation terminate. It cannot be 
delegated to others. No duty can be discharged 
by proxy. Christ has committed the whole care 
and oversight of his flock to the pastors. 
To-day they stand in the churches in the 
place of Christ, with power to execute his 
commands, and by him made responsible for 
the success of his kingdom. They are stew- 
ards over the house of God. Guided by 
his Spirit they are to carry to completion 
the great enterprises he has inaugurated. And 
it is not plaiv how anything considerable can 
be accomplished, only as pastors recognize 
and meet the obligations resting upon them. 
Acting for Christ, the one thought and burden 
should be to know what Christ himself would 
do if present. Then his Spirit should prompt 
the expression, “Not my will but thine be 
done.” - If this were generally the case, we 
should not longer be in want of men for any 
enterprise now languishing for lack of reén- 
forcement. 


RELATIONS TO THE CHURCH. 


In the constitution of the church Christ gave 
no explicit direction as to the methods by 
which the great end contemplated should be 
accomplished. These things wisely were left 
with a large discretion to the wisdom and piety 
of those called to be his ambassadors. It must 
be apparent that the essential thing in this con- 
nection is the development of churchly power. 
It may be taken for granted that there are men 
and means both, sufficient to execute every 
command of Christ in the church. And hardly 
any one will doubt the wisdom of laying out 
our work on a broader and grander scale. 
Those who have gone out have done good ser- 
vice, yet they only hold, as it were, a skirmish- 
line fronting the heavy works to be assaulted and 
carried gloriously for Christ. No man to-day 
forgets our great national uprising when the 
public authorities, after a succession of dis- 
heartening defeats, issued their call for 300,000 
more men. The people knew well that the 
response involved not alone the men, but also 
unprecedented expenditures. But no patriotic 
heart could see those who had already gone 
forth, sacrificed, nor would they think of any- 
thing save maintaining the full integrity of the 
government. And all this in face of the fact 
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that blunders and mismanagement seemed our 
chief inheritance. But in the struggle our mis- 
takes were rectified, plans were modified and 
improved, and leaders were educated who 
proved to be equal to the emergency. Now, so 
far as organizations are concerned, it is difficult 
to see what particular improvement could be 
made so long as men are imperfect. Our 
present societies have the training of all the 
past years. Their experience ought to enable 
them to double and quadruple the amount ot 
work attempted, if only they were provided 
with the necessary means. Is not this the point 
of our weakness? It is entirely safe to say 
that the annual production of the American 
people exceeds one thousand millions of dollars, 
A large proportion of this amount is in the 
hands of the friends of Christ and of religious 
institutions. When we remember the immense 
strides made by Christian people in this country 
within the last half century in wealth, it seems 
incredible. Think of the mines of precious 
metals, the immense coal-fields, the mountains 
of iron, the fields of wheat, and the ships, and 
spindles rolling wealth in upon their owners! 
From all the abundance given to man by our 
Heavenly Father does it not seem as though 
there was enough to admit of greatly enlarging 
the field of our operations? Surely this can be 
done whenever the followers of Christ will con- 
sent to return to the Master his own. When a 
proper economy of dress and living shall be 
observed, no urgent appeals will be made in 
behalf of an empty treasury, and how would the 
anxieties of those at the Rooms be diminished ? 
The work to be done is largely with the masses. 
What they want is leadership. There can be 
no true, no sufficient development of the means 
in the churches until, and only so far as, pastors, 
the acknowledged leaders, feel their responsi- 
bility in this direction. Why could not each 
Association have some simple form of organiza- 
tion that shall reach effectually not only every 
church, but every person in the church? We 
have thrown our responsibility upon others, 
when we should have been co-workers with 
them. It is surprising that not more than 
one third of the Baptist churches of the State 
of Vermont contribute to the treasury of the 
Missionary Union. And in all probability not 
more than one half the members of these 
churches contribute. If anything like this 
ratio holds in the nation at large, it is not 
difficult to determine what an increase of 
power might be put forth with anything like a 
faithful cultivation of the field. This may not, 
should not, involve the pastor in all the minutie 
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of the work. But he should be responsible for 
the doing of it. His church should be educated 
as to the most proper method of effecting this 
object. A man is strong not in what he can 
do himself, so much as what he can induce 
others to do. The more others can be per- 
suaded to undertake, the greater their interest 
will be. From the great army of disciples we 
should bring a host of effective workers to the 
surface. Lay responsibility upon those not ac- 
customed to bear it. Some will shirk, but 
many a Christian man and many a Christian 
woman will find an unknown joy coming from 
the consciousness that he or she was able to do 
something calculated to advance the interests of 
Christ’s kingdom. It is devoutly to be hoped 
that this generation will see, and be allowed to 
participate in, a general advance all along our 
missionary lines, As we study and understand 
this question of responsibility, we shall ourselves 
act with greater promptitude and energy, and 
impress the importance of it upon others. In- 
deed, underlying all this deficiency is the para- 
mount want of a deeper piety. When the 
love of Christ in the heart is what it should be, 
love for man follows, and to save him from sin 
no sacrifice or expenditure will be thought too 
great. How solicitous, then, should pastors be 
for the prayers of their people, and of Christians 
generally. Only as the watchman is on the 
tower can he discern the danger from afar. 
But if the alarm be given in season, there is no 
danger which we may not avert, and no difli- 
culty which we may not overcome. 


IMPORTANT FROM JAPAN. 


WE copy the following from an editorial in 
the Japan Gazette, one of the leading papers of 
Yokohama, under date of Feb. 20, 1873 : — 

Christianity is tolerated in Japan. The edict 
we believe, was promulgated two days ago, 
and is at once the law of the land. This will 
show more than anything else that has been 
done by the government, that it is really and 
truly the sincere desire of the Mikado and his 
advisers to advance the enlightenment of the 
people, and to perfect their freedom to the 
utmost. If our readers will only consider how 
much is involved in this act — how much prej- 
udice had to be overcome, and how entirely it 
alters the character of the Mikado himself, they 
will see more fully how wonderfully all things 
have been working together towards making 
Japan what she now becomes. In 1866, the 
Tycoon plainly admitted to foreign ministers, 
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to whom he accorded an interview at Osaka, 
that he and all his court very well knew that the 
country would ere long have to be thrown open 
to foreigners; it was a mere question of time. 
But not a word was said about religion. Had 
this subject been mooted, it would probably 
have brought the whole of the most bitter of 
the ancient prejudices to bear, and closed the 
conference. The then ruling Mikado was the 
most determined enemy that foreigners had ; 
but that might have been got over. Indeed, it 
was so far overcome, that whilst his orders were 
still existent that the Tycoon should drive 
the “ugly barbarians” from Yokohama, and 
close all ports but Nagasaki and Hakodate, 
actually at that very time, he was induced by 
Stots’bashi, to give his sacred assent to the 
opening of the ports of Osaka, Hiogo, Niigata, 
and the city of Yedo. But no one would have 
dared to speak to him of tolerating Christianity ; 
because it would have hardened him the more 
against foreigners. This we have said was as 
late as 1866—only seven years ago. It was 
immediately followed by that address of the 
Satsuma clan, urging upon his Majesty to with- 
hold his assent to the opening of the ports, and 
offering to place themselves in the van of the 
army to oppose it. All these things must be 
fresh in the memory of those who were in Japan 
at the time. Now, observe how all this has 
been ordered — surely by a higher power than 
that of man. First, the young Tycoon was 
removed by death, and Stots’bashi, under the 
title of Yoshi-nobu or Yoshi-hishi was appointed 
in his place. He, being full of the most hopeful 
plans for the well-being, both of his own 
countrymen, and of foreigners residing in 
Japan ; seeing, too, that nothing could stem the 
torrent which flowed too plainly, too strongly, 
and too determinately in one course, appealed 
to the Mikado and to the daimios. He refused 
to accept the office, unless he could at all 
times have access to the Mikado, to explain his 
own policy ; and unless the daimios would sup- 
port and not oppose him. Scarcely had this 
been arranged, when the Mikado passed away. 
He had hardly attained middle age: but he 
died, leaving the much-respected prince, the 
present Mikado, then only about 16 years of 
age, to succeed him. 

Time rolled on, and the day arrived for the 
opening of the port of Hiogo and the city of 
Osaka. All that we had predicted at once 
began to show itself, and the princes of Satsuma, 
Chosiu, Hizen, Tosa, and one or two others com- 
menced the opposition that had been determined 

We need not dwell on what followed — 


upon. 


136 Chinese 


how the very first blow they struck, although it 
was the death-blow of the Tycoonate, was the 
means of changing the whole policy of the 
opposing princes. The attitude it forced the 
foreign ministers to assume led the princes who 
may be said to have seized on the person of the 
Mikado, to perceive that they could do better 
with the friendship of foreigners than without ; 
and in a moment all was changed. True it is, 
that so soon as they got the upper hand in the 
country, they allowed the Kioto councilors to 
amuse themselves by issuing orders against all 
religions but the Sintoo, and Buddhism and 
Christianity alike came in for persecution. But 
so soon as the fighting was done, and the power 
of the Mikado secured, the ministers turned 
their attention to these matters, and slowly and 
by degrees deprived the Kuges of all their 
powers, and have gone on step by step, until 
they have arrived at the edict which we now 
tell our readers has been passed. It was the 
general opinion that this concession would have 
been the last the Mikado would have made, and 
that it would have been only after great and 
continued pressure. But the young Mikado 
sees that the old fallacy of his celestial descent 
is an exploded absurdity. He meets the new 
order of things in the most manly way ; boldly 
gives his people freedom of thought, and in effect 
_ says, “ Now all are free; let the Truth find its 
place.” 
We congratulate the country on this very 
wise act of the emperor; and we congratulate 
the emperor and his advisers on the improved 
status it will at once give them with other 
governments. 


CHINESE SCHOOLS. 


Ir is rare that a school is taught in any 
building designed for that purpose. A shed 
(covered with mats)which barely shelters from 
the weather, the attic of a shop, or a back 
room in a temple, are thought quite good 
enough in most cases. The room is hired by 
the master, and can accommodate from a dozen 
to twenty pupils. The furniture consists of a 
desk and stool for each boy, and a seat for the 
master, a little higher than the rest. Upon 
eaeh desk are writing implements, consisting of 
a hair pencil’ and a box or cake of ink, and 
one or more books. In a conspicuous corner 
of the room is placed a tablet, or an inscription 
on the wall, dedicated to Confucius, one of the 
most illustrious of the Chinese sages, and to 
_ the god of letters. Incense is burned con- 


stantly in honor of both. 
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The study hours are from sunrise till ten 
o’clock, when the boys go to breakfast. After 
an hour or two they reassemble, and pursue 
their studies till about 5 Pp. M., when they are 
dismissed for the day. 

When a boy comes into school in the morn- 
ing, he must bow before the tablet of Confucius, 
who is called the ‘ Teacher and Pattern for all 
Ages,’ as an act of worship. Then he salutes 
his teacher, and takes his seat. 

The qualifications most desired in the school- 
master, by those who employ him (generally 
the parents or relatives of the boys), are gravity, 
severity, and patience. Of course, he must 
know what he pretends to teach, which is oniy, 
as before mentioned, a repetition in matter and 
manner of what he was taught. 

When the lads who are to make up the 
school first come together, some attempt is made 
to classify them; but, as they all study the 
same thing in the same way, it is not of much 
consequence. 

The beginners are brought up in a line 
before the master’s desk, each holding the book 
with which a Chinese education is generally 
commenced, although its matter is not, like that 
of our primary school-books, in any wise adapted 
to the childish understanding. 

The master then reads the first words or 
sounds; and the pupils pronounce them after 
him again and again, till they can do it correctly 
without assistance. Then others are pro- 
nounced, and so on till the lesson is long 
enough, when they take their seats to study 
it. All study aloud in committing these sounds 
to memory, which they are required to do per- 
fectly, although they may not understand a 
word of their meaning. The din of a Chinese 
school, therefore, when all its members are 
engaged in conning their appointed tasks, is 
past description; while the sing-song tone in 
which the words are uttered, the curious ups 
and’ downs, high and low keys, constituting the 
proper inflections and emphasis of the Chinese 
language, produce a jargon and medley of noises 
which must be heard to be imagined. When 
one is able to recite his lesson, he comes to the 
teacher’s desk, and, standing with his back to 
him and his face to the school, rehearses it in 
the most exact manner; and if he has made 
any mistake, it is here corrected, and not 
expected to occur a second time. 

Inthis way the whole book is slowly com- 
mitted to memory, word by word. No attempt 
is made to explain the meaning of the words 
which the poor little fellows are obliged to 
cram into their heads, until a few thousands are 
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thus learned, that the student may both read 
and write with perfect facility. Then the 
master goes over the ground again with a com- 
mentary, endeavoring to convey the meaning of 
the sentences they have committed, and to 
impress upon them the moral lessons in which 
the writings of the Chinese sages abound. 
When one book is finished, another is taken 
up and learned in the same manner. 

The time spent by a boy at school depends 
upon the means, position, and prospects of the 
parents. If he is to pursue a literary course, he 
continues year after year to con the prescribed 
works. The “Five Classics,” the “Four 
Books,” with the commentaries written upon 
them, must all be at his tongue’s end; and at 
the proper age he may present himself as a 
candidate for those famous competitive exami- 
nations, where he is required to pass the most 
severe and searching tests of scholarship (as it is 
understood by the Chinese) ; and, if successful, 
may attain rank and a high or responsible station 
under the government. 

WHO WERE THERE. 

Ir must have been a deeply interesting 
meeting, — that Missionary Conference at Alla- 
habad. Speaking of the men who were there 
gathered to consult for the interests of the 
kingdom of Christ in the land of the Brah- 
mins, the Christian Spectator, of Calcutta, the 
organ of the English Baptist Mission there, 
gives the following vivid grouping of the earnest 
Christian men engaged in the conference : — 

It was a delightful and refreshing thing to 
meet with so many Christian brethren, brought 
together from so many parts of the land, who 
are all engaged in the same glorious work of 
winning souls to the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
who all testified that God had given and was 
giving his effectual blessing to their work ; 
and that in all parts, north, east, south, and 
west, men and women were being led to the 
Saviour, and numbered with his church. 

There were aged and honored veterans 
present, men who had borne the burden and 
heat of the day through many years of arduous 
and varied labor, men of mature judgment 
and ripe experience, whose faith and hope 
remained unwavering, whose fervent zeal and 
love were not only unquenched but burned 
more brightly and vigorously than ever, and 
rebuked the doubts and fears which some of 
the friends of missions have at times been 
disposed to feel. 


Words Fitly Spoken. 
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There was also a good array of men in 
middle life, whose strength was firm and their 
fire undimmed, with their physical and mental 
powers at their prime, and better than all, 
filled with love to Christ and to his work, 
with love to the souls of the people of the 
land, men who were prepared to learn all 
that past experience might teach, and to adapt 
their methods of labor to the changing circum- 
stances of the times. 

Then there were the young men, whose 
term of service had not been of great length, 
whose experience and knowledge could not of 
course add much to the deliberations of the 
assembly, but who were there chiefly to learn 
from the wisdom of their elders. It was 
matter for rejoicing to see that the younger 
brethren were men of promise, full of youth- 
ful vigor and zeal, men of whom it may be 
hoped that in due time they will worthily fill 
the places of the fathers, when they are gone. 

And last, though not least, there were pres- 
ent a goodly number of Christian ministers, 
the children of the land, sons of India, who 
have been called of God to preach his word 
to their own countrymen. We know not how 
to speak of these beloved brethren. With 
regard to some of them it seems like presump- 
tion to praise them. They added much to 
the success and usefulness of the counsels in 
which they took a most important part. They 
were men of wisdom, of faith, of high Christian 
culture, whose hearts were in their work, and 
they were indisputable proofs of the reality 
and value of the fruit of the toil of past years. 
It was impossible to hear them speak or pray 
in the meetings, and to converse with them in 
the time devoted to free social intercourse, 
without feeling that they and their brethren 
whom they represented, the churches of 
Christ in India, were a power, and must, by 
the indwelling of the Spirit and truth of God, 
become an ever-increasing power in the land. 


WORDS FITLY SPOKEN. 


THE curious power of a single tract has been 
often dwelt upon. <A good word, like good 
seed, may bear fruit even where it seems to 
have been sowed by accident. The pedigree 
of Wilberforce’s “ Practical Christianity” is a 
case in point. Here is another from the mis- 
sion field of to-day: “In the country about 
Chota Nagpore, a. missionary was out on a 
preaching tour in the following cold season, and 
as there was no water way, he was compelled 
to travel by land. Through the kindness of a 
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wealthy friend, he obtained the loan of an 
elephant and a small tent. Accompanied by a 
native preacher, he travelled from town to town, 
scattering the ‘good seed of the kingdom.’ 
One day he had occasion to pass through a 
jungly country where no human habitations 
were to be found, and where it was supposed 
that no human being would dare to pass. On 
coming to a certain spot, however, great was 
his surprise to observe a man sitting under a 
tree, with his eyes closed, either asleep or 
absorbed in meditation. The native preacher 
thought he was a Jogee (a religious ascetic), 
who spent his time in meditating on his favorite 
deity, and continually repeating his name. 
Approaching him very cautiously, not to alarm 
him and make him flee, the missionary called to 
him, and said, ‘ Brother, what are you doing 
here?’ He replied, ‘I am meditating.” He 
was asked on whom he was meditating, and 
what were the words he used. ‘What do I 
say ?’ he answered; ‘this is what I say: ‘O 
Esu Chreest, O Esu Chreest, have mercy on 
me!” Surprised beyond measure, the missionary 
inquired who taught him to call on the name 
of Jesus Christ, and whether he knew any 
Christians? He stated he had never met a 
native Christian, or heard any one speak on 
the subject. ‘Then, how did you hear of 
Jesus Christ? and why do you come to this 
dreary place to offer to Him your prayers 
for mercy?’ replied the astonished mis- 
sionary. On this the man took from his 
dress a soiled and evidently well read tract, 
entitled Sutia Asroy (‘The True Refuge’), and 
said, ‘Last year my brother went on pilgrim- 
age to Gunga-Saugor, and saw two white men 
talking to the people, and giving away books, 
and he was fortunate enough to obtain one; but 
he could not read, and it was therefore useless 
to him. Esteeming it, however, as a holy gift, 
having received it in such a sacred place, he 
determined to keep it as a charm, to secure the 
favor of the gods. He accordingly brought it 
home, and showed it to all the members of his 
family, and as I was the only one that could 
do so, my father requested me to read it aloud, 
so that all in the house might know what it 
was about. When they heard that all the 
Hindoo gods were unable to save mankind, they 
got very angry, and told me to burn the book, 
as it was wicked to speak against the gods. I 
continued, however, to read, and for the first 
time heard of Esu Chreest, and the duty of 
calling upon Him for mercy. This I did every 
day, until my father declared that unless I 
desisted, he would turn me out of the house. 


“ Three Worthies.” 
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To avoid this, and live at peace with my family, 
I come every day into this jungle, and here I 
meditate on Esu Chreest, and call upon Him 
for mercy.” 


“THREE WORTHIES.” 


A WELL-BUILT brick chapel, a few miles 
from Calcutta, has an interesting history which 
is well told by Mr. Gogerly in his book on the 
“Pioneers.” Three men, whose names are 
worthy of all honor (Ramjee Pramanik, Bud- 
dinath Ghosai, and Peritram Mondol), resided 
in the village of Rammakal Chike, about eight 
miles south of Calcutta, in the midst of a rice- 
growing country, where they cultivated their 
own lands. Ramjee was one of the most in- 
fluential inhabitants of the place; and the 
village temple, sacred to Shiva, the third per- 
son of the Hindoo triad, standing on a portion 
of his land, was built by one of his ancestors, 
and the officiating Brahmin was supported 
principally by his means. Conscious that he 
was acting right in the sight of God, and leav- 
ing the case in his hands, Ramjee made it 
publicly known that on a certain morning he 
and his two friends would test the power of the 
god Shiva—the Destroyer — and if the idol 
possessed the power to destroy, it might destroy 
them. This bold declaration filled the minds 
of the heathen with mingled feelings of anger 
and alarm. From time immemorial their 
fathers had worshipped in that temple. The 
eventful morning dawned ; during the preced- 
ing night the people had been assembling from 
all the surrounding villages, and at daylight the 
place presented the appearance of a fair, being 
literally thronged. The three brethren spent 
the night in Ramjee’s house; and very early 
in the morning they united in earnest prayer, 
committing their persons and families to the 
care and keeping of Almighty God. They 
were about to leave the house, when a weep- 
ing group, consisting of their three wives and 
the aged mother of Buddinath, came forth, and 
kissing their feet implored them to forego their 
intentions, as they felt assured, from what they 
had observed of the temper of the people, that 
their lives would be endangered if they at- 
tempted to molest the idol. 

To these poor weeping women the brethren 
spoke words of comfort, assuring them that the 
God in whom they trusted was mightier than 
all the idols in the world, and could save them 
from greater evils even than that with which 
they were now threatened. 

Full of faith they now prepared to leave the 
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house. No sooner were they seen than a shout 
was raised, which increased whilst they pro- 
ceeded towards the temple; but although the 
noise was almost deafening, not a hand was 
upraised to injure them. 

Standing on the steps of the temple, and 
beckoning with his hand for silence, Ramjee 
addressed the multitude, informing them how 
he and his fathers had worshipped that idol, 
but that he had done it in his ignorance; and 
now, convinced that it was no god, but a mere 
block of black stone, without life or feeling, he 
had come to test its power. Then rushing 
into the temple, he seized the senseless idol, 
and dragging it from the pedestal on which it 
stood, cast it on the ground, exclaiming, “ Be- 
hold your god!” It was at this moment that 
the weeping group before mentioned — the 
wives and relatives of those three heroic men 
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— who had with trembling steps followed them, 
anticipating every danger, when they saw the 
wondrous result, uttered a timid cry. In a 
moment it was taken up by those who were 
near, and the great crowd, seeing the helpless 
condition of their idol, caught up the words, 
and “Jai Jai, Esu Kreest!” (“Victory to 
Jesus Christ ! ”) rent the air. 

The idol thus cast down was forwarded to 
the directors in London, and now occupies a 
prominent position in the museum of the Lon- 
don Missionary Society, in Bloomfield Street, 
Finsbury. On the site of the old temple thus 
destroyed, a substantial brick-built chapel has 
been erected, partly of the very materials of 
which the old temple was formed. Divine 
service is regularly conducted there every 
Sabbath-day, and schools, both day and Sun- 
day, are held. 


MISSIONARY CORRESPONDENCE. 


BURMAH. 
Mission ta the Burmese. 


LerTreR FROM Dr. STEVENS. 


A Trip into the Country. — Rangoon, Feb. 15, 1873. 
—I returned yesterday from a trip into the country 
as far as Pegu, most of the way by land. On the 
government road Pegu is 55 miles from Rangoon. 

My first day was spent at Ananben, where we 
have a preacher stationed, — Moung Hwaing, sup- 
_ ported by the Rangoon Missionary Society. 

I found a number of the Christians of the Men- 
galeh-dong church assembled, expecting the bap- 
tism of a woman above fifty years of age, who had 
been accepted by the church at that place on the 
occasion of my recent visit, but whose baptism had 
been deferred because there was no suitable place 
of “ much water,” at a convenient distance. After 
a preaching service, arrangements were made and 
in the afternoon we repaired to a spot in the wood, 
a basin formed by springing water, in which I had 
the pleasure of administering the ordinance in the 
presence of a small but interested company. 

One thing mentioned by the preacher respecting 
this woman particularly pleased me. She had 
lived in the family of his mother and sister, both 
Christians, many years, and of course had heard 
much of the gospel; but she had so long continued 
in her heathenism that he had given up almost all 
hope of her conversion. At last her eyes were 
opened to see herself, and the uselessness of her 
various offerings and works of merit. Then she 


was disposed to blame the preacher for not having 
shown her these things before. His reply was, 
“You have now heard nothing new, only what 
we have been all along telling you. The Lord has 
opened your eyes, and therefore you see.” It im- 
pressed the preacher’s mind renewedly with the 
results of the Divine teaching of those who come 
to Christ. Angels, we trust, have rejoiced with 
us over her conversion. 

There are others in this village also who seem 
near the kingdom of God. One woman, especially, 
who is only delaying the request for baptism from 
the hope that she may bring her husband along 
with her. She occupies her place regularly with 
the worshippers of this village. A man of family 
likewise, from a neighboring village, has professed 
verbally his faith, and is now going through the 
ordeal of opposition from his relatives. He seems 
to be truly experiencing the teaching of the Spirit. 

On the way to Pegu, we met another Burman 
who is anxious to be baptized. He has heard 
much from Moung Hwaing and received books, 
and repeatedly expressed his wish for baptism ; 
but he was known to have been addicted both to 
opium and to occasional drinking of arrack. The 
former he professed to have abandoned for five or 
six years, and the latter habit for the last three 
months. His bodily appearance agrees with the 
testimony of acquaintances. Moung Hwaing says 
that he speaks the truth. We thought it best 
nevertheless to wait for further development, es- 
pecially as he lives apart from any disciples. 
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At Pegu, where the preacher, Moung Thah-don, 
is supported by the Burmese Missionary Society 
of the Rangoon church, we found no applicant for 
baptism, but gratifying evidence of the steadfast- 
ness of the few disciples connected ‘with that sta- 
tion (although all do not reside there), and of the 
increase of the power of the truth over the minds of 
inquirers. The Rangoon church feels a lively inter- 
est in maintaining their missionary in this place, and 
they have great cause for thankfulness in the fidel- 
ity, the zeal, and the intelligence of their represen- 
tative. He has shown thus far that he may be 
trusted to stand alone with God. 

Let me again beg you to seek some one to join me 
in the Burman work of this station. Br. Brayton 
speaks hopefully of the return of br. Rose to this 
country. The death of br. Kelley is a severe 
blow to us. He was a very promising man, and 
the importance of the Shan Mission is growing 
more and more manifest with every year. They 
are a very industrious race, cultivators and traders. 
I trust some young man will soon be found, ready 
to step into the place made vacant in so sad and 
unexpected a manner. 


LETTER FROM Mr. GEORGE. 


A Jungle Trip. — Henthada, Feb. 8,1873.— I have 
just returned from a trip of 24 days to the jungle. 
I baptized six, and found a great many more exam- 
ining the gospel. Some five or six profess to be 
believers in Jesus, but cannot yet endure the shame 
of an open profession. My impression is that God 
is at work in this district as never before; of course 
there are many opposers, and in some villages we 
found little or nothing to encourage us, while in 
other villages the opposition was only enough to 
make a discussion interesting. I visited twelve 
villages. In one village we slept four nights, and 
every night had plenty of listeners till midnight, 
many of whom remained to our evening worship. 
At this place I baptized four; an intelligent man 
and his wife, an old man of sixty, and a little boy 
eleven years old, the son of Christian parents. At 
first I could not think him fit for baptism; but 
after seeing him for two days, hearing his experi- 
ence, and observing his knowledge of the Bible, I 
could not refuse. He is one of the lambs of Jesus. 


A Character.— The old man is a character by 
himself. Formerly an elephant hunter, a devoted 
Buddhist and violent antagonist to the gospel of 
Christ, his conversion was remarkable. For more 
than seven years he had abstained from flesh or 
fish food, and flattered himself he was getting no 
end of merit thereby. About a year ago, a disciple 
who had been baptized by br. Crawley a short 
time before, told him that God had created all 
things for the use of his children, and that merit 
was to be obtained rather by their proper use than 
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otherwise. This was offensive gospel to the old dev- 
otee, but it entered between the joints of the harness, 
set him to thinking, destroyed the foundation of 
his former hope, and prepared him to listen to the 
doctrine of salvation by grace; another wonderful 
triumph of the power of Jesus to save sinners. 
Since my return to Henthada, the wife of one of 
our old disciples, who for years has been resisting 
the truth, told me she was trusting in Jesus, and 
had no hope but in Him. Thus you see, dear 
brother, we are blessed of God in our feeble efforts 


to do his work. 


Mission to the Harens. 
LETTER FROM Mr. Cross. 

Native Christians Vindicated.—'Toungoo, Feb. 
5, 1873.— About the first of January, 1873, I left 
home in company with Mrs. Cross and Miss Bar- 
rows, to attend the meeting of the Paku Associa- 
tion to be held at Klelah on the 8th of January. 
We all arrived in safety a day sooner than we ex- 
pected, so that we had a number of days to devote 
to visiting in the village from house to house, before 
the meeting commenced; and we trust this time 
was profitably spent. In town, for a number of 
months before our visit, I had heard that the church 
was in a bad state of discipline, that there was 
much drinking and gambling among the members. 
I everywhere, in every village which I visited 
on this tour, which was extended for a month, 
made strict inquiries into all these reported irregu- 
larities ; and I was happy to find not only that the 
reports were incorrect as regarded Klelah, but in 
every other village. The reports had reference to 
the village as such, and not to the church-mem- 
bers, among whom I am happy to say that but 
very few cases of fault could be found. 


Meeting of the Paku Association. — Mr. Bunker, 
from town, joined us on the 7th, and was ready to 
begin the meeting with us on the 8th. A very 
large congregation was found gathered at the early 
morning prayer-meeting on the 8th. I think I have 
never before seen a larger or more interesting 
gathering of Pakus; certainly, I think, never since 
the breaking out of our difficulties here. The in- 
troductory sermon was preached at ten o’clock by 
Mr. Cross, and he was chosen chairman of the 
meeting. Much time was devoted to the reading 
of the letters of the churches, for there were a good 
many more churches represented than last- year. 
There are now but few churches among the Pakus, 
who follow Mrs. Mason ; and it is safe to say that 
all that do follow her, do so as a mark of their 
apostasy, or return to their heathenism. The two 
leading preachers latest ordained by Mr. Mason, 
seem zealous to be employed by the S. P. G. 
Mission; and they retain a few followers under 
promises of their own, that when these people “ who 
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sprinkle” come, they will give their assistants 
great wages, and they—the churches —will all 
be treated with great honor. But their promises 
are not sufficient to retain those who have any 
sense of their obligation to obey God rather than 
men. 

On the second day of the meeting our hats were 
passed around among the people, and a contribu- 
tion was taken up for the purposes of the mission, 
which amounted to nearly Rs. 40. The whole 
contribution of the year was Rs. 605-2. If we add 
to this what was contributed in the Paku school in 
town at the monthly concerts, it would be Rs. 730- 
5-1. So that the Paku Mission has nearly re- 
gained the amount of its contributions as given 
before our trials commenced. 


Statistics. —'The statistics for the year as repre- 
sented at the meeting are : — 

52 churches and parts of churches ; 

45 preachers ; 

7 ordained preachers ; 

15 of the pupils engaged to teach school. 

Baptized 40 ; dismissed by letter 25; received by 
letter 26; suspended 91; restored 40; members 
died 43; nominal Christians died 99; children 
born 187; pupils in school 403; whole number of 
church-members 1,743; contributions, general pur- 
poses, Rs. 605-2-1; for preachers, Rs. 151-4-6; 
rice, baskets, 423; betel-nut 405 lbs., worth Rs. 
111-4; rice worth Rs. 210. 


“ Widow’s Fund.” — Near the close of the meet- 
ing Rev. Kyouk Kai said that the Karens’ paddy 
had been destroyed by the swarms of rats which 
had infested a large district on the west of the 
river. He did not ask for aid generally for the 
people of that district, but he proposed that a con- 
tribution be taken up for a widow who was a mem- 
ber of the church, and left destitute. The contri- 
bution was taken, and to my surprise amounted to 
more than Rs. 15. This scemed well, as_ the 
widow was a stranger to all, and the contribution 
was taken after a great many of the people had 
left. It was at the morning prayer-meeting of the 
third day of our meeting. 


Ministers’ Meeting.— The ministers’ quarterly 
meeting was held before the meeting of the associ- 
ation broke up. Three papers were read by na- 
tive ministers. First, on the different forms of 
idolatry practiced among the Jews, and their 
relation to the idolaters of the surrounding nations, 
(Jer. 8: 1,2.) Second, on the influence of example 
among churches and individuals. (1 Thess. 2: 14, 
15.) Third, a “ History of Daniel.” These essays 
were all very interesting, and were listened to with 
much apparent interest. The next meeting was 
appointed for the 20th of March, to be held in a 
village but partially recovered from error; and it 
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is hoped that} a good influence will be exerted 
to confirm the people in the truth of the gospel. 


Work for Another Year. — The meeting of the as- 
sociation was closed up by the report of the standing 
committee, and their plan of work for the ensuing 
year. They had divided the whole field of the 
association into sections, and assigned one member 
of the committee to each section. One thing which 
they undertook was to roof with wood instead of 
thatch the chapel for the school in town, and to 
effect other repairs on the various school buildings 
needed for the comfort of the school. 

Another important thing done was to assign 
work for the advanced pupils in school. I am 
happy to say that we have now had a time of quiet 
for our school sufficiently long to begin to make it 
something like what we have desired, that is, a 
good class of young men and some young women, 
prepared to spend the dry season as preachers and 
teachers pretty well qualified for their work. Work 
was assigned to 20 of the pupils in this way. Two 
went to the country bordering on the Red Karen 
country; one went with some of the older preach- 
ers to the Younzalen valley; two to the new inter- 
est in the southern part of the Yomak district; one 
went to the northern part of that district as the 
travelling companion of the ordained pastor in that 
region. Fifteen more were appointed to different 
villages as teachers, and where there is most need 
of them as preachers and leaders of the worship of 
the people. All these have entered upon their 
work, I think, with much promise of success. I 
had occasion to see something of the success of 
this method in the journey I made ameng the vil- 
lages after the close of our association meetings. 
Some of these schools will have 40 or 50 pupils, 
others 15 or 20. But the great encouraging thing 
is the spirit manifested. 


HAission to the Shans. 
LETTER FROM MR. CusHING. 

Particulars of the Death of Mr. Kelley. —'Toun- 
goo, Jan. 24, 1873. — Last Tuesday night I arrived 
in Toungoo from the Shan States, the messenger of 
sad tidings. While in the happy and successful 
prosecution of our journey, God was pleased sud- 
denly to call our dear br. Kelley to the better land. 
This mournful event occurred on the morning of 
New Year’s Day, while our party was preparing to 
breakfast. The day before we had crossed the last 
mountain range and arrived at Wan Ping, a village 
in the State of Monai. With the first dawn of light 
we started for Monai City, travelling over a road 
covered with a heavy hoar-frost, talking merrily 
and planning our work for the future. Arriving at 
Nong Saweet, where there is a small lake, we deter- 
mined to halt for breakfast, although the hour was 
unusually early, as beyond that place water is very 
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distant. Accordingly I went with the coolies toa 
large banian tree under which there was a small 
bamboo platform, while br. Kelley, seeing a water- 
fowl upon the lake, fell behind to have a shot at it. 
His first shot was unsuccessful, and he went around 
to the other side of the lake, where the water-fowl 
had flown. Firing again, he was apparently suc- 
cessful, and endeavored to rescue it by wading ; but 
the water proved too deep. At this one of the 
disciples went to his assistance, and desired permis- 
sion to swim out to get the fowl, but br. Kelley 
wished to go himself, and divesting himself of his 
clothing swam out. Having procured the fowl, he 
turned towards the shore, and while returning sud- 
denly sank without rising again. We all immedi- 
ately ran to his assistance, and the utmost effort 
was made for his rescue until every man was thor- 
oughly exhausted. I then sent to the neighboring 
villages for assistance, but they were distant, and it 
was some time before men arrived bringing bam- 
boos for making a raft. Two rafts were made and 
the search continued. It was not, however, until 
four hours after his disappearance that the body 
was found. Although life apparently had been 
long extinct, all possible effort was made for the 
resuscitation of the body, with the forlorn hope that 
the spark of life might remain. 


THE BURIAL. 


This proved unavailing, and with sad hearts we 
made preparations for the interment of the beloved 
remains. In this it was difficult to procure assist- 
ance from the natives, on account of their supersti- 
tious belief that the Nat (spirit) of the lake had 
been offended by him and taken his life. Persua- 
sion backed by money, however, prevailed, and the 
grave was carefully prepared in a beautiful spot 
under a large Mai Song tree, on the northern brow 
of a hill, as it slopes toward the southern edge of 
Lake Nong Saweet. It is a lovely place, having a 
commanding view of a vast rolling plain bounded 
by lofty mountains in the distance. As the sun 
was setting, our little funeral train bore the pre- 
cious form to its last resting-place, where with a 
passage of Scripture, a Shan hymn tremulously 
sung, and a prayer in Shan, we left it in the keep- 
ing of Jesus until the glorious resurrection morning, 
when, radiant with immortality, it shall rise again. 

For twenty days, travelling homeward as rapidly 
as possible, my heart was burdened not only with 
my own afiliction, but with the consciousness that I 
must announce tidings that would shroud a happy 
home in gloom, and rend the heart of a beloved 
wife with distress. But God has not forgotten to 
be gracious, and has wonderfully sustained Mrs. 
Kelley in this deep bereavement. The hand that 
afflicts is infinitely tender in its ministry of consola- 
tion. The great Burden-bearer has come to our 
house, arid we have felt the preciousness of his pres- 
ence as never before in life. 
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This providence of God seems dark and myste- 
rious. We cannot understand it; but we know 
that our God is wise and good, and though He does 
not show us why He thus acts, some divine purpose 
is to be subserved. Had human wisdom spoken, it 
would have declared that the mission could not do 
without our brother. He was so eminently fitted 
for the work here, his linguistic talent gave him 
such rapid and thorough control of the language, 
he was such a genial, devoted associate, and had 
such excellent plans for future work, that I felt the 
Master had a long life of usefulness here for him. 
The Master has thought otherwise ; and now I am 
left alone to preach the gospel to the Shans. 


A TRUE YOKE-FELLOW. 


Less than eleven months ago I first grasped my 
brother’s hand as he stood on the prow of the boat 
which brought him from Rangoon to Toungoo, 
Within these few months he had made such marvel- 
ous progress in the language as to be able to conduct 
the school successfully, and preach intelligibly to 
the people. His heart was thoroughly in this work. 
During our trip to the Shan States he was con- 
stantly talking to the Shans and distributing tracts, 
sometimes in the zayats and sometimes in the ba- 
zaars, repeatedly saying that he had never supposed 
that he could preach so much to the people in such 
a journey. 

As a companion in mission work he had endeared 
himself to me very greatly. Our views of the pol- 
icy to be pursued in the Shan Mission were singu- 
larly similar, and our plans for mission work during 
the coming year were all laid, with the exception 
of who should be assistant teacher in the school, a 
question depending upon what answer should come 
to his request to the Board for help in the school, 
made before starting on this journey. I was look- 
ing to his excellent scholarship for important assist- 
ance in the revision of the Scriptures as I should 
translate them; and he had agreed to go over the 
manuscripts as fast as prepared, and note for con- 
sideration such changes as should seem desirable to 
him. For this work he was singularly fitted by his 
rare scholarship and deep reverence for the Word 
of God. 

As a Christian worker, br. Kelley was earnest 
and self-denying. Every department of labor here 
had his deepest sympathy and full codperation. 
Immediately on arriving he united in preaching in 
English, and gave his presence frequently to the 
meetings of the few believers here. His desire to 
see the great Burman field here supplied with a 
missionary was intense, and led him to plead with 
friends in America in its behalf. But his chief 
energies were devoted to the Shans, whom he loved 
with all his heart. During the last rains he was 
burdened with the desire for the salvation of the 
pupils under his charge, and was much in prayer 
for this object. With a joyful heart he lived to see 
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three of them enter the Church of Christ, and to 
listen to their testimonies for Jesus to their heathen 
countrymen. He visited not a few of the villages, 
conversing with the people to the best of his ability, 
as well as receiving all who would visit him at the 
house. 

Though his ministry among us has been brief, 
it has been powerful in holy influences which can- 
not die; and I thank God that he was spared even 
so long a time. 


AN APPEAL FROM A SAD HEART. 


Thus has God come in his infinite wisdom and 
bereft the Shan mission. Our brother has fallen in 
the field, and I am left alone to preach the gospel 
tothe Shans. Less than a year ago I was jubilant, 
and felt the burden of the souls of this great people 
was shared by another. Now, after ten months of 
happy, united work, my brother has been called to 
his reward, and I find myself single-handed for the 
great work. 

Is there not some one whom you can send to 
the Shans this coming autumn? Is there no 
student at Newton who knew my dear brother, 
who will step forward and take up the work so sud- 
denly left? It is not simply a mission station which 
is bereft, itis the mission to a great people, whose 
language only one living missionary can speak. 
Leave not this mission hanging on the thread of a 
single human life, I beseech you. All the uncer- 
tainties of a tropical climate hang about it. Once 
it threatened to succumb, but God graciously re- 
newed the lease of strength. Too much has been 
done to allow the mission to rest, humanly speak- 
ing, on such an insecure basis. Disciples have been 
gathered, tracts printed, a grammar published, two 
books of the New Testament translated, the Shan 
States explored, and the gospel preached to multi- 
tudes. A large dictionary has been made, which is 
daily receiving additions. The book work must be 
done, the gospel must be preached directly to the 
people, who for this purpose must be visited at their 
homes, and the school, which has been the nursery 
of our little church, must be taught. No one mis- 
sionary can possibly do more than the duties of one 
of these departments of mission work successfully ; 
and yet they all come again to me, loading my 
hands with their crushing weight. Speedily, speed- 
ily, send some one to take br. Kelley’s place in the 
work, not simply that my hands may be strength- 
ened, but that, should I fall at my post, there would 
be some one to carry on the work, and the present 
work not be lost. I gave every assistance in my 
power to br. Kelley to facilitate his acquisition of 
the language, placing all my manuscripts at his dis- 
posal, and aiding him orally. I could do this by 
another, rendering his study of the language much 
more easy than would be the case of a person who 
should attempt to get it without such assistance. 
Can you not, will you not, listen to my appeal ? 
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ASSAM. 


Mission to the Graros. 
LETTER FROM Mr. KEITH. 


Open Doors. — Gowalpara, Jan. 27, 1873. — You 
will be glad to learn that signs of prosperity among 
our people, the Garos, are daily multiplying. I 
visited Damra last week and baptized eight men 
and women. Next week, if well, I will start for 
Bengal Khuta, 60 or 70 miles away, where 15 or 16 
Burmese have been converted and ask for baptism. 
At Lroi Khurung, in the opposite direction, and 
about the same distance, are many Garos waiting 
baptism ; or perhaps they have already received it, 
as br. Comfort went out there last week from Gowa- 
hatti, and no doubt administered the ordinance 
yesterday. 

Then all along the line in almost every village 
where we have a school, are some waiting the com- 
ing of the missionary that they may follow Christ 
in his ordinance. And now the whele Garo coun- 
try is open. The military force sent into the hills 
has reduced between 70 and 80 villages to submis- 
sion. No doubt one preacher can now go from one 
end of the hills to the other. Many of the interior 
villages are represented as very large. Here isa 
grand field. We have it to ourselves, and the gov- 
ernment stands ready to cooperate in all our educa- 
tional work. We need help, men and money. We 
need a school for girls. Only one school is being 
taught, and that is in a remote village. The mis- 
sionary’s wife wants a school in which she may do 
something for the women and girls. It is much 
needed. For we have now 25 young men in the 
Normal School learning the sciences, — of the books, 
— and of soap and water also. Where shall these 
go for their future companions in life? To their 
heathen countrywomen? How can they? We 
must think of these things. 

Will you think of them also? Let me speak this 
through the Magazine. 


INDIA — MADRAS PRESIDENCY. 
Mission ta the Celangans. 


LETTER FROM Mr. TIMPANY. 


Scores Baptized. — Ramapatam, Feb. 6, 1873, — 
We left home the 13th of December, and with the 
‘exception of twenty days spent upon Oodigiri Hill 
were all the time in tent and on the move. The 
trip on the whole was full of interest, and some 
sixty-one were baptized. On the homeward trip 
we were surrounded by cholera; but, thank God, 
we all came home safe. One only was taken with 


it, but recovered. The last village we visited was 
particularly interesting. On my way out three 
men came from the village of Gondlapalum, and 
were baptized in a village where we were stay- 
ing. They were head men, and begged me to come 
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and see them. I could not then, but did so coming 
home, and baptized thirteen there the morning of 
the day we came home. The village is a little 
more than ten miles from Ramapatam, and is all 
the more interesting on this account. 

I had only reached my tent and changed my 
clothes after baptizing when four men, all head 
men, came from another village west four miles; 
they wished to be baptized. I could not then com- 
ply, but told them to come along with us to Ram- 
apatam, and on the morrow, which was Sabbath, 
we would see what could be done. Three of the 
men came; one being feeble could not, and with a 
brother of one of our Christians were baptized, as 
we planned. Their village will no doubt soon fol- 
low them. 

The whole of this particular region is full of 
promise. The class of people are the same as 
those who have been coming, but are much 
better off in a worldly point of view, many of 
them having land of their own. They have been 
preached to quite often, but until recently did not 
show any mind to attend to eternal things. God 
has now opened their hearts to receive the truth. 
We are very much in want of preachers, not only 
to take care of what have come, but to preach the 
gospel to those who are inclined by God’s Holy 
Spirit to accept it. 

Quite a number of those who are being trained 
in my school are intended for teachers, and will 
not come into use as travelling preachers. 


A New Plan of Travel. —1 have recently hit upon 
a plan for gradually raising up a class of workers 
who will in time, I think, be of much use. I am 
going to dispense with both horse and bandies for 
the most part in travelling. I have selected ten 
youngish men as bearers, all Christians. They 
will carry me in a palankeen from place to place, 
and help me preach in every place where I stop. 
I shall stay in the school-houses in places where 
they have them, and where there are none I shall 
have to stop as best I can, in a native house or the 
village sutreem. I think I can do this now, as I 
am pretty thoroughly acclimated. The bearers, 
when in the station, can attend school, pull pun- 
key, draw the phaeton, as I shall not keep a horse, 
and do any coolie work in the compound. I shall 
be able to travel a great deal more than now, as it 
will enable me to run out for short trips with little 
trouble or expense. 


At Home. — This is the first week at home; and 
we are observing it as a week of prayer. To-day 
we were praying for “The Telugu Mission,” for 
missionaries and God-called native preachers. I 
told our people what you said about the backward- 
ness of men to offer themselves for our work. I hope 
God will hear our prayer and send us men. We 
must have them, or we shall be crippled. 


[ May, 


EUROPEAN MISSIONS. 
‘Mission ta Germany. 
LETTER FROM Mr. KEMAITZ. 

Prayer exactly Answered. — Templin. — The Sav- 
iour says, “ All things, whatsoever ye ask in prayer, 
believing, ye shall receive.” The promise has found 
its confirmation in our history the past year. At 
the beginning of the year our statistics showed that 
within the last nine years, by emigration, removals, 
and otherwise, our numbers had become diminished 
by one hundred, — reducing us from 635 to 535. We 
felt that this must not beso. We were aroused from 
our spiritual torpor and death. We felt that this year 
we must havea hundred added, in order to make our 
numbers good. And the Lord has done for us what 
we asked. Yesterday nine were added to the church 
by baptism, — one of them a man eighty-five years 
of age, — making the additions for the year exactly 
one hundred. Thus we have new and visible con- 
firmation of the words, “If thou canst believe, thou 
shalt see the glory of God.” Jehovah does wonders 
with his mighty arm and his strong hand. Meet- 
ings are better attended than formerly, and I am 
filled with joy. 


LETTER FROM Mr. ONDRA. 

Enlarged Chapel at Neudorf.— Neudorf, Russia. 
—“ The place is too strait for us; give place that 
we may dwell.” (Isa. 49:20.) Such has been our 
experience in regard to our chapel. The hearers, 
coming from all quarters, have been unable to find 
places, and some of them have been obliged to stand 
without at the windows. At last we heard the call, 
“Enlarge the place of thy tent” (Isa. 54: 2), and 
finally resolved to add to our chapel, nearly doubling 
its former capacity. The work is not quite finished, 
but we were able to hold our first service in it last 
Sabbath without inconvenience. Though we had 
hardly anticipated it, the place, enlarged as it was, 
was entirely filled, and many could not find admit- 
tance. The thought arose even then that at no 
distant day, we should be again as much pressed for 
room as ever. This, however, does not trouble us; 
for we believe the Lord will again help us with wis- 
dom and power, as He has done hitherto. Certainly 
none shall be kept out, and we shall gladly see our- 
selves compelled to enlarge again, that we may say 
to all: “ And yet there is room.” And how truly 
may these words be said to anxious souls; for in 
Jesus’ heart there is room for every one who desires 
to lean upon the bosom of the best of friends. 

He on the cross, with arms extended wide, 
room for sinners ! room exclaimed, and 
ed. 

So also there is room in God’s kingdom of eternal 
glory. For Jesus said, “In my Father’s house 
are many mansions.” 

And the Lord, who is rich in mercy, has also 
given room to our persecutors, who oppose us, 
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claiming that they alone have the right of preaching 
the word of God; so that at present we are per- 
mitted to worship God in quietness according toour 
own convictions. And, what is still more, God in 
his mercy continues to give to many sinners time 
and space for repentance; so that we hope in the 
course of time, if the Lord will, that many more 
will come into our enlarged chapel, to pray and to 
hear the word of God. 
LetTeR FROM Mr. BOLZMANN. 


State of the Church in Hanover.— Hanover. — A 
review of the last year awakens our humility and 
gratitude. Our fecble endeavors have been crowned 
with a blessing. We have received six by baptism, 
and three have been restored. The public meetings 
have been well attended, particularly the last half 
of the year, so that our space was insufficient for 
all. 

Some months ago, our place of meeting was sold, 
and we were forced to think about obtaining a 
chapel of our own. In this enterprise we have 
had the blessing of God; for, although our own 
means were small, we have been able to purchase 
a lot and to commence building. The churches 
have aided us very generously. 

LETTER FROM Mr. VELTHUYSEN. 


Growth in the Netherlands. — Haarlem. — During 
the last year four were added by baptism to the 
church at Haarlem, making the present number 
sixteen. Our early friends, of the pious church- 
party, now despise us, and scarcely acknowledge our 
existence. But the loss of human friendship can 
be easily borne, if our hearts are united and we 
seck our rest in God. We have had preaching 
every Sabbath in the year in the house of a mem- 
ber; these services have latterly been attended by 
many not members, which earlier in the year was 
not the case. 


More Conversions. —We have lately been re- 
joiced by the conversion of four young women. 
They all desire to know Christ more thoroughly, 
and to be received into the church, after having 
followed their Lord in baptism. The gospel has 
had a visible and blessed effect on several of the 
young people of our Sabbath-school, one of whom 
has many times expressed a wish to be baptized. 
But she is quite young, —only thirteen years of 
age, — and her father is a Catholic, and her mother 
of the Reformed religion, and opposed to baptism 
from temporal considerations. 

For some time past I have preached every Friday 
evening in Amsterdam, but the hearers are few. 


Conference in the Netherlands—Not long since, 
we had in Haarlem a General Conference of Bap- 
tized Christians in the Netherlands. The meeting 
VOL. LIII. 10 


Missionary Correspondence. 


145 


continued three days, and was closed with the Lord’s 
Supper. It was a blessed occasion. . 


LETTER FROM Mr. LORDERsS. 


Berlinchen. — About nineteen years ago, the first 
conversions and baptisms according to God’s truth 
took place in Berlinchen. The Divine Spirit 
wrought wonders in one family, the eldest son in 
which curried forward the work of the Lord, as an 
instrument, with great blessing, until three years 
ago the little company of God’s children here be- 
came an independent church, and he removed to 
Stuttgart. Since that time the church has been 
served by several brethren. Three were added last 
year by baptism. At the twelve outstations, the 
meetings are attended generally by forty or fifty 
souls. There are several Sabbath-schools in which 
about 100 children are pointed to the Saviour of 
sinners, the children’s Friend. By the introduction 
of the use of envelopes, many of the members find 
that they can give to the Lord the first-fruits of 
their goods and of all their income, with a joyful 
heart. Often in our meetings anxious souls have 
cried for mercy, and many of them have recently 
found peace in believing. 


LETTER FROM Mp. LIEBIG. 


The Work in Stuttgart. — Stuttgart. — The last 
year, as we look back upon it, seems full of hope 
for the future. There were movements here and 
there in many places on our field of labor. And 
our expectations were not disappointed. During 
the first half of the year fifteen precious souls were 
added to the church by baptism. After this came a 
period of disaster, in which there were no additions. 
Two, however, were received for baptism. But in 
all this period there has been a quiet. advance, 
though we should have been cheered by a more 
lively participation of every member in the work 
of God. 

LETTER FROM Mr. MATTEs. 


New Place of Worship Opened. — Coblentz. — 
The words of Isaiah — “ Enlarge the place. of thy 
tent, and let them stretch forth the curtains of 
thine habitations; spare not, lengthen thy cords, 
and strengthen thy stakes”—have for some 
time awakened in me a desire for a larger place 
for our meetings, so that the message of salvation 
might reach a larger number of hearers. Through 
br. Oncken we are to receive a hundred dollars a 
year towards the rent of our new hall, which is 
tolerably roomy, in the city of Coblentz. We have 
received generous and timely aid towards fitting up 
the hall, from friends in Scotland; also, from the 
churches in Barmen and Einbeck. 

The festival of the dedication occurred Oct. 13. 
The service was announced in the newspaper, and 
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many came from curivsity, but the seats were not 
all filled. 


False Reports. —By the proceedings of this 
important day, a new step has been taken in the 
building up of Zion in this Catholic stronghold of 
the Rhine. Our meetings have been attended since, 
much more numerously than before, and five per- 
sons, some Catholics, some Protestants, have asked 
admission into the church, but we did not deem 
the evidence of their regeneration sufficient to 
warrant such a step. Whether they were influ- 
enced by reports circulated in the city, that every 
person joining the Baptists shall receive sixty 
dollars, I do not know; but their attendance on 
our meetings seems to indicate that they were con- 
trolled by higher motives. 


New Chapel at St. Goar.—On this celebrated 
river Rhine, six hours above Coblentz, lies, beauti- 
fully situated, the little city of St. Goar. Several 
children of God live in this city, some still in the 
national church, some following their own con- 
victions. Years ago I was invited to sow the seed 
of the gospel there, which was followed by the 
divine blessing. All went on well, till a sister 
offered herself for baptism and admission to the 
church. From that time we found many difficulties 
in our way, till at last not a single door was opened 
for us to hold our meetings. Assured that the Lord 
is able to open doors which no man can shut, we 
prayed and waited, commending the place to God, 
and at last he opened the way for us to hire a hall, 
which was opened for worship on Sabbath, November 
24th. Ten minutes before the appointed hour of ser- 
vice, every seat was filled. By the simple preaching 
of the gospel, the banner of the cross was planted in 
the station. At the close of the service a young 
woman came to me in great distress of soul, who 
believed she had committed the unpardonable sin. 
I undertook to show her her mistake herein from 
the Word of God, and prayed with her. She also 
opened her heart before the Lord and begged for 
mercy. 

At evening we had a love-feast, when every seat 
was again filled. The love of God in Christ was 
the theme of the various addresses, which found a 
lively response in every heart. All prejudices 
against us as Baptists were for the time merged in 
the glow of heavenly love. A young man who had 
formerly tasted of the love of God, was so im- 
pressed that in his grief for his backslidings he 
knew not what todo. With fervent prayer for him 
we lingered fur a season at the throne of grace, 
and thus ended this feast. 

LETTER FROM A BROTHER IN Russia. 

Brethren in Prison. — While from night to night 
you bow the knee before God, and call upon Him 
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for all who are in trouble, for the spread of religious 
liberty, for the overthrow of all tyranny and oppres- 
sion, and that the Lord of the harvest would send 
forth laborers into his harvest, — allow me to bring 
to your notice a communication just received from 
br. Pritzkau of Alt-Danzig. From this communi- 
cation, it appears that eleven of the most gifted 
brethren have been in prison almost a year in Kiew 
on the Dnieper, several miles from any Baptist 
church in Russia or Poland. A brother who had 
lived several years in the country near Alt-Danzig, 
and married there, was the instrument of the 
awakening at Kiew. In consequence of the awak- 
ening, he and his wife were transported to their 
home under arrest. ‘There he witnessed for Christ, 
and thus the awakening commenced not far from 
Kiew. Oh pray for these witnesses for Jesus. Let 
every member of the churches pray that they may 
soon be set at liberty. Let every member con- 
sider how he would feel, if he were to be immured 
a whole year in prison, dreading lest his wife 
and child might be suffering in his absence. Let 
every member of the church give freely, that 
these faithful servants of God, when they are set 
at liberty, thay be able to devote their whole time 


to the service of the gospel and the conversion of 
souls. 


More Missionaries Needed in Russia. — The 
brethren in Russia have requested that three breth- 
ren may be chosen from among themselves, to spend 
their whole time in the proclamation of the gospel. 
They promise to pay each of these brethren one 
hundred roubles a year, and I propose to add the 
same amount. The Russian brethren accept my 
proposal with joy, and some of the eleven prisoners 
for Christ’s sake will probably be thus employed. 
One brother in England has undertaken the sup- 
port of a Russian missionary at his sole expense. 
Would that another might be appointed at once to 
the same service. 

May the blessing of a faithful God rest upon the 


reader, and upon the imprisoned brethren, above 
all that we can ask or think. 


Mission ta Sweden. 


The correspondence from this interesting field is 
of more than ordinary interest for this month. 
The reports of work done in some of the following 
extracts are most encouraging. The fields even to 
the Boreal pole are white for the harvest. 


LETTER FROM Mr. WIBExG. 


Stockholm, Feb. 3, 1873.— Through the mercy 
of the Lord I am still spared and enjoying a goodly 
degree of health. I feel it to be a great privilege 
to be permitted to live from day to day, and in some 
measure take part in furthering the glorious cause 
of Christ, and also to witness what the Lord has 
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done, and is daily doing through the instrumentality 
of my fellow-laborers. The Lord has, indeed, done 
great things for us, whereof we are glad. Twenty 
years ago there was not in the whole kingdom of 
Sweden a single person who could administer 
baptism to me, and now we number about 9,000 
Baptists in about 220 churches. This great bless- 
ing we owe, under God, in a great measure to the 
liberality and sympathies of our American brethren. 
And in view of what the Lord has done and is daily 
doing for us, may we not take courage and hope 
that the Lord will continue to do great things for 
us? 

As to the progress of the Lord’s work, I need not 
enter into details in a letter to you, as you will be 
informed through the reports and letters which I 
have sent to Dr. Murdock, of what the Lord is still 
doing for us. 

I am glad to find that the Lord was pleased not 
only to save your old Mission House on Bedford 
Street from the devouring flames, but has given you 
a larger place in the Tremont Temple. May your 
society be allowed long to flourish there, and ex- 
tend its beneficial influence all over the world. 
Why should not, in time, the whole world come 
under the influence of the Baptists ? 


LETTER FROM Mr. BACKMAN. 


A Gale of Grace.—1 am happy to state that the 
work of the Lord has made progress aniong us dur- 
ing these months. The preached word has not re- 
turned void, but has been blessed to the conversion 
of sinners and the upbuilding of the children of God. 
Both in the town (Orebro) and vicinity a refreshing 
gale of grace has blown, which has penetrated the 
small plantations of the Lord, refreshing and 
strengthening them. Judging from what we have 
seen and observed within this province, hundreds 
have during these months been brought from dark- 
ness to the marvelous light of God. Many have 
already united with our churches, and many are 
waiting for admission. The church under my 
charge has since New Year’s been increased by 49 
members. And the other churches within the 
province of Orebro have during the year received 
considerable accessions. To the Lord belongs all 
the glory. 

The most of the new converts have been young 
people from 12 to 20 and 25 years of age. There 
have also been some more advanced in life. Some- 
times we have been permitted to see whole families 
converted. In some places the religious movements 
have been attended with a good deal of excitement. 
In other places there has been less excitement, but 
the work has been more penetrating. The work is 
still going on, though more quietly and firmly. 
The all-absorbing feeling among the people is to 
know what they must do to be saved. The Sunday- 
school work has also during this time been prose- 


Missionary Correspondence. 


147 


cuted with great interest. The number of school- 
teachers and scholars has nearly doubled. In some 
of the Sunday-schools a number of the children 
have been converted. These children hold special 
prayer-meetings by themselves, where they pray 
for the conversion of their yet ungodly parents, 
brothers, sisters, and companions. Such a prayer- 
meeting is also kept up by some Sunday-school 
children in our church. They sometimes invite 
other children to partake. Thus even in our days 
the saying is fulfilled, “ Out of the mouth of babes 
and sucklings Thou hast perfected strength.” 


A Remarkable Revival in the North of Sweden. — 
Brother Jon Jonsson, pastor of the Baptist 
church at Lindsjon, parish of Hassela, province of 
Gefle, writes January 11, 1873: “I wish to in- 
form you that the Lord has visited us and many 
regions hereabout with a mighty pentecostal gale. 
It is impossible for us to state the number of those 
who have received peace in believing, and praise 
God for his mercy. I should judge that there are 
hundreds still anxious and asking for prayers. 
Every day some receive peace in believing, and some 
are awakened. Many backsliders are brought back. 
Even children from 10 to 12 years of age are 
brought under concern for their souls. Even such 
as humanly speaking are standing on the verge of 
the grave, aged persons from 80 to 90 years, are 
awakened, weep like children, and ask for prayers. 
The people gather in such numbers that three or 
four rooms are not large enough to contain all. 
Yea, it is more than pen can describe. The Lord be 
praised for all! We have now taken down our 


harps from the willows, and sing hallelujahs to the 
Lord.” 
LETTER FROM MR. PETERSSON. 

A New Opening.— Br. Nis Pehr Pehrsson, who 
labors in the province of Fahlun, writes on the 14th 
of December, 1872 : — 

I wish to inform you, dear brother, that I am now 
laboring in a region where I never have been be- 
fore, but where for many years I have had in my 
mind to go, namely, in the parish of Nis West Da- 
lecarlia. Scarcely any Baptist has been in this par- 
ish before. I have been providentially led to remain 
in this parish a whole month. When I first came 
here in company with a brother from Gagnef, the 
people believed that we were Lutherans. But they 
were soon informed that we were Baptists. Then 
they became afraid of us. In a village the people 
had asked us to hold a meeting. But when we 
came there to hold the meeting, the people asked to 
be excused, pretending that they had meant another 
evening. ‘The same evening we went to another 
village, but the people dared not open their doors 
for us. We succeeded, however, in finding lodging 
over the night. The following morning I intended 
to leave the place and resort to the neighboring 
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parish of Jirna. But in the morning I visited a 
member of a Lutheran missionary society, which 
has been organized within the parish. This person 
began to inquire about the sentiments of the Bap- 
tists. Our conversation was protracted until past 
midday. He perceived that the truth and the Bible 
were on our side, and he asked us to remain. Then 
we visited a poor, sickly woman, who requested us 
to hold a meeting in her house. A few grown per- 
sons and a number of children came to listen. The 
brother from Gagnef returned home, but I remained 
in the same place four days. No one dared to open 
his rooms. I then again intended to leave the 
place and resort to Jirna. But before leaving, I 
visited a Lutheran believer. After some hesitation 
he opened his house, though he too was one of the 
directors of the above-named missionary society. 
This society had made an agreement not to receive 
any other preachers than such as had certificates 
from the Lutheran Fatherland’s Institution, or 
were known to other Lutheran friends. Now fora 
whole month there has neither been any lack of 
rooms nor hearers. Almost all the Lutheran be- 
lievers confess that they were in a dying condition. 
They complain that not so many colporteurs now 
come to preach to them since the parish priest has 
closed up the large school-house. Almost in every 
house I have been permitted to state the reasons for 
my conviction on church matters. They cannot 
gainsay. Children from 9 to 16 years are deeply 
affected by the word. Some children are forbidden 
by their parents to attend the meetings. Yesterday 
after meeting 7 children remained. I conversed and 
prayed with them. All wept and longed to find 
Jesus. 

Some have professed to have found peace in be- 
lieving during these weeks ; others to have felt pow- 
erful impressions, or to have been awakened. 

This evening I have preached and kept Sunday- 
school with the children. There never were so 
many assembled in this place. The people seemed 
to be affected by the word. I commenced with some 
who were anxYous in the beginning of the week. 
Now they professed to have received assurance that 
they had found grace and that their sins were for- 
given. A girl, 15 years of age, who wept over her 
sins yesterday evening, now said she was a child of 
God. Another girl of the same age wept over her 
sins. 

Mission to France. 
Lurrer From Mr. CRETIN. 
isms. —Lyons, March 20, 1873. — We had, on 
the fourth Sunday in February, the pleasure of receiv- 
jing as a member of the church, a widow of 60 years. 
She came to hear us, and having witnessed a baptism, 
understood the Christian doctrine, and thought it 


strange that no one had ever spoken to her of the 
divine command. She studied it, understood it, and 
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accepted it. She asked us for baptism, and was 
accepted by the church as a candidate for baptism. 
Young Saffey, a son of our brother, a young man of 
16 years, also presented himself, and was received 
by the church. The day of baptism was a festal day 
for the church ; after the baptism, in the afternoon, 
we had the communion. Some evangelical Chris- 
tians came to see the baptism; and I had a new 
occasion of making known publicly the Christian 
doctrine which we profess. I tried particularly to 
prove: Ist, That sprinkling is not baptism ; 2d, The 
necessary duty of everyChristian to receive Christian 
baptism ; 3d, That liberal principles have brought 
error and the ruin of Christian principles into the 
churches, while strict principles have preserved the 
truth and broughtit back to the churches. The 
people seemed to hear with much attention; more 
particularly some young persons of the Christian 
Union, and some ladies, who appeared deeply 
moved. 


Inquirers.—One young girl received impressions 
so deep that since then she has been studying about 
baptism, and wishes to receive it. She asked of me 
an interview, and some tractson baptism. May 
God prepare her to become a member of the church. 
I asked a mother and daughter who had formerly 
opposed baptism, if their turn was not coming? 
The mother replied, ‘‘ No one has ever spoken to us 
in this way, of baptism. Why do not our pastors 
teach us the commandment?” May God prepare 
the hearts, and may we soon have a new harvest. 


Signs of Progress. — Have you been able to obtain 
from the Publication Society at Philadelphia the 
money needed to have French tracts printed? The 
time is favorable ; Baptist ideas are making progress 
in the churches, but there is always opposition. The 
daughter of a pastor at the south tells us that not 
far from where her father labors, there is a church 
whose members have all become Baptists; but the 
pastor will not immerse, he will only sprinkle. A 
number of pastors of free churches administer only 
sprinkling, even to grown persons. I am busy 
answering Lutherans who have attacked us, and who 
have refused to publish my reply. In this tract I 
am going to make immersion more evident, and cite 
the Lutheran authority, which gives us some ad- 
vantage. It is needful to make a great effort for 
France ; the times are favorable. Do not forget us. 


JAPAN. 

Mission ta the Japanese. 

Letrer Dr. Brown. 


The Edict Abolished. — Yokohama, Feb. 22, 1873. 
— The country fully meets my expectations. It is 
all cultivated, and the people are far superior to any 
of the tribes of India or China. The edict against 
Christianity which the government have been so 
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long hesitating about repealing, for fear of opposi- 
tion from the people, was formally abrogated a few 
days ago by imperial proclamation. It has created 
no disturbance. The calendar has been changed to 
correspond with the European reckoning, beginning 
the year with January 1. The old holidays are set 
aside, and Sunday established as the legal holiday, 
under the title, “Day of Light,” or “Sun’s day,” 
while the other days bear the names of the several 
planets, as ours do. Christmas is made an holiday 
under the thin guise of Jimmu Tenno’s birthday ; 
and there is probably just as much authority for 
regarding it as the birthday of the first emperor, as 
there is for connecting it with the birth of Christ. 


* The Work Doing.—'The wheel of God’s provi- 
dence is thus rolling on with a power never seen in 
any other country, and it becomes us to seize the 
opportunity for enlarging our missionary operations 
before it passes away forever. I hope we shall soon 
hear that other missionaries are on their way, and 
that before the year closes we shall have a force in 
the field corresponding with that of the other de- 
nominations. The missionaries on the ground have 
et to work in earnest to translate and print the 
Scriptures as fast as possible. They have already 
issued Mark and Luke, and several other books are 
ready. They translate baptism as the washing ordi- 
nance ; but strangely enough they have selected for 
it a word, which, according to Dr. Hepburn’s dic- 
tion, can only be applied to the washing of clothes. 
To be consistent, they should baptize only the 
clothes, not the person of the candidate! 


The Country. — Yokohama is a beautiful place, 
situated mostly on a high bluff, before which lies the 
native city and a safe harbor. A railway train runs 
to Yedo every hour, about 18 miles higher up the 
bay. The upper classes are very generally adopt- 
ing the European costume, and many of them speak 
English. They are great smokers, men and women 
equally indulging in the habit, whether in boats, 
railroad cars, or social gatherings. They are much 
better clad than the East Indians, are a very polite 
people, and though they have the reputation of be- 
ing the greatest liars on the globe, I see no evidence 
that such a sweeping condemnation is deserved. 


AFRICA. 
Mission to Africa. 


The following letter is from Rev. J. T. Richardson, 
Secretary of the local Society in Liberia which acts with 
and for the Missionary Union, in the general direction 
of the work in Africa. 


Fruit Gathered. — By this you will learn that my 
undivided time is given to the glorious work of 
preaching, and teaching the aborigines and the lit- 
tle churches in the vicinity of this place. 
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On December 1, 1872, 1 was called to visit Clay 
Ashland for the purpose of baptizing, and adminis- 
tering the Lord’s Supper. Having just recovered 
from a severe attack of the rheumatism and an af- 
fection of the liver, it was thought imprudent for me 
to baptize; so br. Early, being present, baptized ten 
individuals, hopefully converted to God ; all natives, 
but one girl; one of the number being a little Vey 
boy, who was converted —as I mentioned to you 
some time ago, — at Monrovia. 

On the 15th of the same month, my health having 
considerably improved, I crossed the St. Paul’s 
River, over to Caldwell, and there I baptized ten 
persons hopefully converted to God, one of the num- 
ber being a student of the Training School. 

On the 5th of January 1872, being the Sabbath, 
I left Virginia for the purpose of visiting Brewers- 
ville church, a settlement five miles from the banks 
of the St. Paul’s River: I preached to a mixed con- 
gregation, consisting of Mandingoes, Congoes, Veys, 
Golahs, and Americans. Such were the interesting 
circumstances connected with this visit, that, though 
feeble, I preached twice on the same day. This is 
a most important station. It is near Vaunswah. 
From here to the heart of Africa is the principal 
thoroughfare of trade and communication, so far as 
Liberia is concerned. This station of Brewersville 
being so near, it may be considered as the centre, or 
the point from which future operations interiorward 
are to be commenced. From Vaunswah and its 
vicinity do the natives from the interior come to 
hear the gospel preached at Brewersville. Last 
Sabbath, the 19th inst., I visited this station again, 
preached in the morning, and in the afternoon ad- 
ministered the Lord’s Supper. 


“ Onward to the Interior.” — My heart’s desire is 
interiorward. My whole desire and ambition is to 
go and carry the gospel into the interior, notwith- 
standing the interesting prospect on the coast. 

I informed you some months ago, that my con- 
nection with the Providence Baptist Church, as 
pastor, has been severed. This relief from my pas- 
toral labors in the town of Monrovia enables me to 
devote so much the more of my attention to those 
who really need it. 

My motto is, “Onward to the Interior!” For 
*‘ they that be whole need not a physician, but they 
that are sick.” So let us transfer our labors from 
the civilized settlements, to the more remote and 
barbarous regions. 


The Training Schoo!.— The Training School in 
Virginia numbers 14 students up to date. The 
school is composed of various material: 5 Bassa 
boys, 1 Golah, 3 Congoes, and 5 Liberians. With 
the exception of 3, all are members of the church. 
The former teacher of the Training School, being 
in ill health, has resigned his position, and his place 
has been filled by Robert Richardson, a recent grad- 
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uate of the Liberia College. His examination being him as teacher of the Training Schoo] at a salary of 
satisfactory and approved by the professors and the three hundred dollars per annum, until further orders 


examiners, our committee saw proper to appoint and instructions from the Board. 


month has many points of interest. Mr. Cush- 
ing writes out of a sad heart the particulars 
of br. Kelley’s death. The brother was 
drowned, while swimming for a water-fowl 
which he had shot. In this he was not sport- 
ing, but killing game for food, when twenty 
days’ journey from home, in northern Burmah. 
By this sad event br. Cushing is again left 
alone, the solitary missionary to the Shans, and 
he makes a strong appeal for a helper. Read 
the whole of his letter. 

Mr. George writes from HentTHapa, of a 
very successful jungle trip in which he baptized 
_very many converts, some of marked character. 
God is greatly blessing the work in that dis- 
trict. 

Dr. Stevens also sends a very interesting 
account of a trip into the country, preaching 
and baptizing. This journey was continued 
as far as Pegu, where the Rangoon Burman 
church supports a missionary. This is as it 
should be: no sooner evangelized themselves, 
than they are at work evangelizing others. 
This is the gospel plan. 

Mr. Cross communicates an account of the 
meeting of the Paku association in the district of 
Touncoo. It reads very much like reports of 
associational meetings at home, and shows a good 
degree of progress towards maturity in these 
young Karen churches. The statistics are 
hopeful, and not the less so because 91 are 
reported under the head of suspensions; it 
shows that discipline is not only needed, as it 
is everywhere, but is also exercised, as it is not 
everywhere. 

Mr. Keith writes of open doors among the 
Garos around Gowalpara, in Assam. English 
troops have just subdued a rebellion among 
the hill-tribes, and now the villages are wait- 
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ing for American missionaries, to follow British 
cannon. 

From the TELooGoos we have the same 
cheering story — villages visited, and converts 
baptized by scores. Read br. Timpany’s letter, 
and ponder his appeal. 

The friends of missions will be glad to read 
the letter of Dr. Brown, from Japan, the first 
installment of what we hope is to be a long 
and rich correspondence from that most inter- 
esting country. The point of chief interest 
is the public revocation of the edict against 
Christianity. The thing is done; Japan is 
as wide open to the messengers of the cross, 
as is North America. It is hopeful, also, to 
note that the Christian calendar has been 
adopted, and above all, Sunday set apart from 
the other days of the week. 

In connection with the letter of Dr. Brown, 
the article from the Japan Gazette should be 
read, giving a succinct history of the movement 
which has now reached so gratifying and glori- 
ous a result. 

The letter of Mr. Richardson gives a good 
account of the work in Arrica. It is a hopeful 
sign that the natives, in distinction from Amer- 
ican born colonists, are receiving the gospel. 
The motto, “ onward to the interior,” is worthy 
to be adopted by other missions. 

The letters from GERMANY show the aggres- 
sive spirit of our brethren there. Indeed, so 
many of them are dated from Russia, that it 
seemed almost as if we ought to be talking of 
our Russian Mission. At Neudorf, Russia, 
the brethren have found it necessary to “en- 
large the place of their dwelling.” While the 
heathen nations of the East are opening to the 
messengers of the cross, and our missionaries 
can preach Christ in the streets of Yokohama 
and Yedo, it is a blotch upon the escutcheon 
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of a great and proud and professedly Christian 
nation, that such an announcement as the fol- 
lowing should come to these Rooms from Rus- 
sia. ‘“ Eleven of the most gifted brethren have 
been in prison almost a year, at Kiew, on the 
Dneiper.” See the letter, “ Brethren in prison.” 

There are some sweet words from SwEDEN, 
by br. Wiberg and others, telling of “gales 
of grace” and showers of salvation. How is 
the following for an item of Baptist history ? 
“ Twenty years ago there was not in the whole 
kingdom of Sweden a single person who could 
administer baptism to me (Wiberg); now 
we number about 9,000 Baptists in about 220 
churches.” What hath God wrought. See 
also, account of a remarkable revival in the 
north of Sweden, where the child of 10 sum- 
mers, and the aged sinner of 90 winters, are to- 
gether seeking Christ. 
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From Lyons, France, Mr. Cretin writes 
of baptisms and inquirers. The points of his 
sermon, before baptizing, are worthy of con- 
sideration, by Christians in America. As is 
often the case, so here in Lyons, the ordi- 
nance of baptism testified to itself, and awak- 
ened a hopeful spirit of inquiry among the 
people. Mr. Cretin is a strong defender of 
the faith. 

Taken as a whole, the letters of our brethren 
on the various fields this month, show a wonder- 
ful amount of work done and doing. So many 
trips into the jungle, villages visited, bap- 
tisms, it seems like a harvest time all over 
the field. What if one strong young reaper 
fell in a distant region with a new, bright 
sickle in his hand? Perhaps more sheaves will 
be gathered by his fall, than could have been 
by his toil. 


SaTANn’s MISSIONARIES TO THE HEATHEN. 
The reliable English correspondent of the Friend 
of India says of English manufactures for the 
East Indian market : — 

“ You would not believe how much of willful 
pandering to known bad taste, nay, bad mo- 
rality, there is in this country. I assure you 
things are here manufactured for India, ‘ not to 
be seen, not to be spoken of,’ —to translate 
the well-known Greek phrase, — of inconceiv- 
able obscenity. These are for Calcutta only. 
In the immoral, Bombay deals only, so far as 
my researches go, in infamous photographs.” 

In every bazaar in the East, playing cards, 
dice, wines, and brandies from Christian lands 
are found in profusion. Christian England 
raises a revenue of $50,000,000 a year in 
India from her monopoly of opium and the 
excise on’ spirits. This accursed revenue is 
the price of the spiritual and temporal ruin of 
hundreds of thousands of Chinese and English 
subjects. 

Three or four years ago the Japanese gov- 
ernment wished to exile some thousands of 
Roman Catholic Christians from their families 
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and homes to a dismal life of servitude in a 
wintry northern island. This inhuman act of 
persecution was carried out by ships chartered 
by an American firm in Yokohama. The only 
offense of the poor creatures was their supposed 
faith in our Saviour. For money those Chris- 
tian (!) merchants and ship-masters became 
their executioners, for the majority of them are 
said to have died already from their hardships 
and harsh treatment. 

To say nothing of the scandalous lives of 
white men in the East, how many Christian 
missionaries, think you, reader, are required to 
neutralize the damning influence of these bold 
and aggressive ministers of Satan in heathen 
lands ? 


THe Openine or Curna. — In 1842, says 
the New York Independent, the English treaty 
with China opened the five ports of * Canton, 
Amoy, Fuh Chau, Ningpo, and Shanghae to 
merchants as a residence. Immediately mis- 
sionary societies in Europe and America sent 
out missionaries to all of these five cities. In 
1845 the emperor issued an edict abolishing 
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death as a penalty for professing Christianity 
in China. Now the treaties with western 
nations are such that missionaries may reside 
at seventeen of the most important cities in 
China, including the capital of the empire and 
the capitals of six of the provinces. Mission- 
aries can have passports by which they can 
travel throughout the empire under the pro- 
tection of the Western Treaty Powers. These 
treaties virtually open the whole of China, an 
area of 5,500,000 miles, to missionaries. Out 
of the Chinese population of 400,000,000 there 
have been gathered into Protestant Christian 
churches 9,000 communicants. The various 
Protestant religious societies are represented 
in China by less than 150 ordained mission- 
aries. There are eight provinces where no 
missionary is yet at work, the laborers being 
concentrated upon a few important points, such 
as Canton or Pekin. The principal centres 
thus occupied by various British, American, 
and German societies are only about 20. In 
the Canton province, whose population is over 
20,000,000, there are 15 missionaries and four 
lady teachers, employed by six different 
societies, making less than one foreign teacher 
for a million natives. 


Tne first Christian service held on the 
Ganges was for sailors. No attempt had been 
made to care for them on Sunday, until some 
of the early Calcutta missionaries, with much 
difficulty, arranged for a Bethel service on 
board a ship in the stream. Boat after boat 
pulled for the strange flag when the Sunday 
came round ; the Old Hundredth was lifted up 
by stentorian voices; the service was conducted 
with great decorum and solemnity ;. and “in a 
very little time we were able to purchase a 
large two-masted pinnace, which was fitted up 
as a floating chapel, containing sitting accom- 
modation for about 150 persons, with a small 
cabin astern, as a vestry. The opening service 
was conducted by the venerable Dr. Carey, 
who preached from Isa. 60: 5: ‘The abun- 
dance of the sea shall be converted unto Thee.’ 
After that time, nearly all the missionaries in 
the city belonging to the Church, Independent, 
and Baptist societies, regularly took their 
turns; and these services have been continued 
ever since.” 


Rev. M. A. Serre of Benares has 
recently published a work of value on “ The 
Hindoo Tribes and Castes.” Of the highest 


- caste he says : — 
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“The Brahmin occupies the highest rank 
among Hindoos for at least three reasons. 
The first is his assumed sanctity. By the 
people generally he is regarded as a pure, 
stainless, twice-born being, divine as well as 
human, worthy of unbounded admiration and 
worship. He is the priest of the Hindoo relig- 
ion, the director of all the ceremonies, is neces- 
sary in social festivals, at marriages, at births 
of sons, and at deaths. He casts the horo- 
scope, tells the lucky days, executes magical 
incantations and charms, and is at once house- 
hold god, family priest, and general preceptor 
and guide of the many millions of Hindoos re- 
siding in the vast country between the: Hima- 
layas and Cape Comorin.” 

The second cause of the Brahmin’s superi- 
ority, is that intellectually he has from the 
first been in advance of other Hindoos, pos- 
sessing “a subtle rather than a powerful mind, 
which by long habit perpetuated from age to 
age, and from family to family, he has trained 
to the utmost keenness.” The third reason, 
a consequence of the second, is that “The 
Brahmin is not only a thinking but also a 
reading man. He is the possessor of the Ve- 
das, Shastras, and Puranas, and has been the 
author, as well as expounder, of Hindoo litera- 
ture.” Mr. Sherring thinks that “The Brah- 
min has lived his day. His prestige is rapidly 
on the decline, and is only maintained at its 
ancient pitch in great cities. Education and 
other influences are treating the Brahmin 
roughly. Yet the fault is his own.” 


— 


Ir has been determined to throw the whole 
country open to foreigners, provided all who 
travel in the interior submit to be controlled 
by the laws of Japan. The government is 
assiduously endeavoring to perfect a code of 
laws, based on the European models, suitable 
to this country; and if this be accomplished, 
we think their proviso is very reasonable. — 
Japan Gazette. 


Rev. Mr. Frencu of the Lahore Divinity 
School writes: “What I think we have to 
learn is, to withdraw ourselves and our work 
as missionaries, from prominent observation ; 
to stand behind and back up our native breth- 
ren, putting them in the fore-front; and in 
order to this, planting them down in spheres 
and centres where they will have room for 
independent and unfettered action.” Again, 
in his Divinity School, “It is sought to lead the 
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students to feel that the holiest ambition they 
can form is to take up isolated positions, far 
out of reach of Europeans, living amongst their 
own people, and supported by their voluntary 
contributions, conciliating their affections by 
love and sympathy, and winning their esteem 
by ability and zeal in teaching, by holy lives 
and simple aims, by patiently enduring hard- 
ness and self-denial.” The prevailing thought 
is most true, but the day has not come, at 
least in our missions, when the native brethren 
can wisely be left to work alone with no ad- 
vice or incitement from the missionary. 

Rev. Mr. Warren, for several years of 
the S. P. G. Mission. at Rangoon, has been 
designated by his society to the Burmans and 
Karens of Toungoo. As in India among the 
Koles, and in Bombay, as in the Sandwich 
Islands and Madagascar, this society thus shows 
again its disregard of the principle of non- 
intrusion in missions and its unexampled readi- 
ness to wrest away and build on other men’s 
foundations. 

Tue Indian Antiquary says of the Jains, or 
“yvanquishers ” of sin : — 

“Their Cistinguishing doctrines are: the 
denial of the divine origin and authority of the 
Vedas ; reverence for the Jinas, who by their 
austerities acquired a position superior even to 
that of the Hindoo gods whom they reverence ; 
and the most extreme tenderness for animal 
life. They must not deal in soap, natron, 
indigo, or iron. They must not eat in the open 
air after it begins to rain, nor in the dark, lest 
a fly should be swallowed, nor leave a liquid 
uncovered lest an insect should be drowned,” 
etc., etc. 


Yet these Jains are the principle slave capi- 
talists of Eastern Africa. 


Missionary GRACE. — The honored father 


of two missionaries’ wives writes from Can- 
ada: — 


Though there was not missionary work 
proper under the Old Testament dispensation, 
yet sometimes missionary grace gushed out of 
David’s heart as when he said, “ Blessed be the 
Lord God, the God of Israel, who only doeth 
wondrous things. And blessed be his glorious 
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name forever: and let the whole earth be filled 
with his glory: Amen and Amen.” Paul could 
could not put up a more comprehensive prayer 
than that. Let the whole earth be filled with 
the glory of his light, love, mercy, grace, 
and salvation. Well, David’s prayer will be 
answered. Jesus will take possession of this 
earth some day. What sublimity —“ Let the 
whole earth be filled with his glory.” Amer- 
ica says “ Amen!” India says “ Amen!” Can- 
ada says “ Amen!” — We all say “ Amen and 
Amen!” Yours in Christ, J. B. 


In Suruga Ken, all the little wayside shrines, 
stone images of Buddha, and the numerous 
small fry in the popular Pantheon of Japan 
have been removed. By the time Japan is 
fully opened to foreigners, the face of the coun- 
try, in this respect, will have been changed, 
as Suruga is not the only Ken in which these 
iconoclastic changes are taking place. The 
native Demetriuses will have to find new sub- 
jects for their chisels, or else change their 
craft, since they are not likely to get any more 
wealth by making stone idols. — Japan Gazette. 


Pray AND Pay.— “It requires consider- 
able religion to pray, but still more to pay. 
There is hope of a man when it is reported, 
‘Behold he prayeth,’ but still more when it can 
be added, ‘and payeth also.’ The prayer- 
meeting is called the pulse of the church, the 
treasury is the test of its loyalty. We are 
eommanded to honor, that is, to worship God 
with our substance, to bring tithes into his 
house, to give liberally ; to lay aside of our 
money on the first day of the week, as God has 
blessed us, and devote it to the service of the 
gospel. This is the most trying part of re- 
ligion. Many are delighted with the whole of 
religion except its cost. That they dislike. 
They like free salvation, free preaching, free 
seats, free fires, and free lights, and hate agents 
and all collectors of money.” 


A Britt or Particurars. — “ May I[ add, 
without offense, that it would be desirable 
that the missionary sent here should trust in 
God, and believe the Bible, and accept it as a 
grace given, to be allowed to preach the gospel 
to the Gentiles; should have physical and 
mental power not below mediocrity; should 
know enough to have a mind of his own, and 
still show deference to the mind of others; 
should have common sense (an important 
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quality for a missionary), integrity of purpose, 
some humility, a little patience, and meekness 
enough to endure, for Christ’s sake, reproach, 
though unmerited; should have a willingness 
to do what he can, in the way he must, if he 
cannot do all he desires in the way he would ; 
also a show of philosophy which will enable 
him to keep cool in a hot day, endure, some- 
times, the frogs, musquitoes, and ants, and 
maintain on most occasions a cheerful face and 
a controlled temper; and likewise a wife of a 
kind heart and cheerful disposition, who may 
have a pleasant smile and a kind word for all.” 

Ir would appear that at least in praise the 
European has not advanced much beyond the 
Hindoo. “Noise,” Mr. Gogerly says, “ is what 
they best understand, and he that sings the 
loudest is considered to sing the best.” There 
are also English congregations that would be 
puzzled to give as pertinent a reason for their 
silence as these Hindoo Christians for the 
opposite. I have occasionally remonstrated 
with them on the subject, but the reply I once 
received silenced me forever after. “ Sing 
softly, brother,” I said to one of the principal 
members. “Sing softly,” he replied, “is it 
you, our father, who tells us to sing softly ? 
Did you ever hear us sing the praises of our 
Hindoo gods? how we threw our heads back- 
wards, and with all our might shouted out the 
praises of those who are no gods! And now 
do you tell us to whisper the praises of Jesus ? 
No, sir, we cannot —- we must express in loud 
tones our gratitude to Him who loved us and 
died for us.” 

ForMALITY is not confined to Christendom. 
The swift and easy method of the Tartar at 
prayer is well known. But Hindoo ingenuity 
has discovered a substitute for the prayer 
wheel. “They procure a common parrot,” Mr. 
Gogerly tells us in his “ Pioneers,” “ and fasten 
it by a small chain to their wrists. Placing it 
on the forefinger close to their mouths, they 
repeat the word Ram twice over, continually, 
till the parrot catches the sound, and repeats 
it after them. Thus when the man exclaims, 
“Ram! Ram!” the parrot screams out, “ Ram! 
Ram!” also. The name of the god thus uttered 
by the parrot goes to the benefit of its owner ; 
and if repeated 100 times by the man, and 100 
times by the bird, the former is credited, as it 
were, with 200 good actions; all of which 
place Ram under an obligation to repay them 
in the bestowment of some blessing for the 

homage thus done to his name. 
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He gives the following amusing incident : — 

“ Soon, however, one of the men, forgetting 
perhaps where he was, or thinking of the 
amount of merit he had already secured, whis- 
pered to his parrot the words, “Ram! Ram!” 
The bird immediately caught up the well- 
known sound, and not understanding itself how 
to whisper, screamed out, “Ram! Ram!” also, 
at the top of its voice. The other parrots in the 
place joined in concert, and a regular chorus 
of praise to Ram was thus sung or screamed 
out in a Christian chapel.” 

Art Arcot, in the Presidency of Madras, 
between July and December of last year, “ 20 
villages, numbering 713 people,” have gone 
over to Christianity, and more are on the way. 
From 30 miles further northwest, “the seed 
scattered in December is springing up,” and the 
people claim to be put under Christian teach- 
ing. They are mostly weavers and cultivators. 
and have borne the test of persecution. Per- 
secution, however, is not a safe game to play 
under British rule. In an assault case, “ the 
rich Brahmin who gave the first blow, and his 
son and servant who carried it out, are now in 
jail.” 

THE increase of church-members in Mada- 
gascar in 1871 was 17,981, making an aggre- 
gate of 38,932; while the adherents to Chris- 
tianity amounted to 315,231. Two thousand 
native evangelists are busy in telling the story 
of the cross. The number of children in 
schools is 30,000. 

In St. John’s College (S. P. G.") at Rangoon 
there were on the roll last year 232 pupils. 
Of these 51 were said to be Christians. Six 
pure and four mixed races were represented. 
There were Burmans, Karens, Shans, Siamese, 
Hindoos, and English. Of mixed races there 
were China-Burmese, Tamil-Burmese, Eura- 
sian-Burmese, and Anglo-Burmese. English 
High-Churchmen and French Romanists are 
far in advance of us in educational work in 
Burmah, excepting in the Karen department 


of our mission. 


TueE Romish Bishop Bigandet (translator of 
the “Life of Gaudama”) has recently conse- 
crated at Rangoon a priest to the “ See of Pala- 


1 These letters signify the ‘‘ Society for the Propagation of 
the Gospel,’’ which is very high-church and ritualistic. 
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dania in Upper Burmah.” His residence will be 
at the Burmese capital where they have main- 
tained a mission steadily for many years. It 
will be remembered by some that we abandoned 
Upper Burmah finally (?) some twenty years 
ago. 


Tue Roman Catholic missionaries every- 
where look after the unfortunate half-caste 
children. They befriend and educate a great 
many of them. This our missionaries have not 
hitherto felt able to do. Hence it happens 
that almost the entire Eurasian population of 
Burmah belongs to the Romish Church. An 
item from the last Friend of India is in point: 

“The late Mr. Edward Pereira of Ran- 
goon (?) has left a bequest of Rs. 10,000 to the 
Roman Catholic Society for the Propagation of 
the Faith.” 

Rev. Dr. LeGGs, translator of the Chinese 
Classics, in a lecture recently delivered in 
Hong Kong, comparing the opening of China 
to foreign trade with the opening of Japan, 
said, — 

“Tt was to be borne in mind that we had 
given Japan only reason to love us. If we had 
forced opium on Japan, the case might be dif- 
ferent. He thanked God that the United 
States had preceded us in our treaty with that 
country, in which it had been made a distinct 
stipulation that no opium should be imported.” 

Two schools on the plan of the Ajmere 
_ College have been established by the King 

of Siam at Bangkok for the sons of noblemen. 
They are to be under English masters, and on 


the English system. 


Sir BartLe Frere reports that the ne- 
gotiations at Zanzibar are proceeding satis- 
factorily, and he is confident of a successful 


issue. 


Tue Rao of Kutch has issued a proclamation 
to his subjects in Zanzibar and Muscat, com- 
manding them at once to abandon the slave- 
trade. If they persist in the “ most horrible 
thing” he threatens them with the severest 
punishment. He has applied for a list of all 
Kutchees who are engaged in the traffic, with 


The Missionary Outlook. 


155 


their places of residence and respective castes, 
so that he may the more easily confiscate 
their property in Kutch. 
On Christmas Day a destructive fire occurred 
in Bangkok. It was confined to the native 
part of the town, all the leaf-roofed houses 
for the space of half a square mile being burnt. 
Denmark was the first Protestant country, 
to send missionaries to India. Carey, as is 
well known, was obliged to establish his mis- 
sion at the Danish settlement of Serampore, 
about ten miles above Calcutta. In 1845, the 
East India Company purchased Serampore and 
Tranquebar from Denmark for £160,000. 


In the Looshai war of last year, the greater 
part of the rice crop was destroyed by the 
English troops as a punishment for the raids 
of the refractory tribes. We now learn that 
great numbers of the people are dying in the 
mountains from starvation. In the Kholel 
villages only one hundred households are left 
out of one thousand. In Tantie all the in- 
mates of fifty houses died of cholera. Only 
sixty of three hundred houses remain. It 
costs far less to Christianize a people than 
it does to exterminate them. English offi- 
cers write begging us to establish missions 
among the Garos, and the hill-tribes of 
Arracan. The fields are white, but the men 
and the money for the work are not forthcom- 
ing from Christian America. 


ATONEMENT. — To a people whose idea of 
atonement sinks down into the folly described 
by a recent missionary, the atonement of our 
Lord must be strongly unintelligible. “One 
day, while sitting in my study with my pundit 
by my side, the weather being most oppressive, 
I became drowsy, and heard under the table 
certain sounds for which I could not account. 
I thought at first they might have been occa- 
sioned by a serpent which had obtained en- 
trance into the room, but I could discover none. 
Iasked the pundit if he knew what it was. 
‘ Oh yes,’ he replied ; ‘I have been making an 
atonement for you.’ ‘Why, what have I 
done ?’ I inquired. ‘ You have been yawning,’ 
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he answered, ‘and as that is an offense when 
done in the presence of a Brahmin, an atonement 
is necessary ; but as you are ignorant of our 
customs, I have been acting as your substitute.’ 
‘What then is the atonement you have so 
kindly offered for me?’ I asked. ‘Simply 
doing so,’ he replied, at the same time show- 
ing me how it was done, — merely by snapping 
the thumb and second finger of the right hand 
together twice, and thus making the undis- 
covered sound.” 

THE revenue from the sale of opium and 
spirits in British Burmah for the last year re- 
ported (1870-71) was Rs. 1,029,408 or about 
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25 cents for every inhabitant. This amount is 
over and above the immense profit of raising 
and manufacturing the opium which is credited 
to the general revenue of India. 


One hundred and twenty-six young men 
have just graduated and received the degree 
of A. B., at Calcutta University. 


Tue number of regular Baptists in Ontario, 
Quebec, and the maritime provinces is 167,- 
128 according to the census recently completed. 


E> Wer began the financial year with a 
debt of nearly $19,000. The appropriations 
of the year, including the above debt, reached 
the sum of $258,000. The receipts from all 
sources have been $216,000, — leaving a 
balance against the Treasury of $42,000. It 
will be seen therefore that although the receipts 
of the year exceed those of the preceding 
year, by nearly $6,000, and are greater than in 
any previous year, yet the demands of the 
work have been so great as to increase the 
debt of last year by about $23,000. In other 
words, the Union has gone in debt on its cur- 
rent expenses $23,000 for the year ending 
March 31st. 

Who is responsible for this deficit? Not 
those who have contributed so nobly. But if 
there be a church — and they are to be counted 
by hundreds — which has contributed nothing ; 
if there be a wealthy Baptist who has given 
only a pittance; if there be a poor widow 
even, who has not thrown in her mite; let 
such look at the above showing of our great 
missionary work, and then excuse themselves 
if they can before God. 


&@> BELow we give a brief tabulated state- 
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ment of the receipts of the Missionary Union 
for the last ten years. The first column shows 
the donations from churches and individuals, 
and the second the gross receipts from all 
sources, including donations, legacies, grants 
from other societies, income from vested funds, 
ete. 

It will be seen that for the first few years 
after the civil war the donations rapidly in- 
creased, then declined till the last year, in which 
the donations have increased nearly $10,000, 
But the totals show a steady advance for the 
whole decade. 


Years. Donations. Totals. 

1864 $109,519.74 $135,525.25 
1865. 120,249.02 153,195.57 
1866 124,617.18 175,354.82 
1867 142,661.36 191,714.00 
1868 156,985.61 191,637.58 
1869 168,363.05 196,897.57 
1870 160,640.97 200,953.80 
1871 157,626.79 202,416.56 
1872 154,611.45 210,199.10 
1873 164,137.98 216,100.70 


A Worp or Expranation.—Bro. Car- 
penter writes the following by way of explain- 
ing the occasion of the lamented death of br. 


Kelley : — 


One word in explanation of the lamented 
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death of br. Kelley. He was not gunning 
for sport. On those long mountain journeys, 
I know from experience that it is impossible 
to carry large supplies. It is also almost im- 
possible to purchase meat of any kind. For 
weeks together some of your missionaries have 
been obliged to subsist almost entirely on rice, 
wild mustard, and pumpkins. The only re- 
course is to the fowling-piece. With that a 
good sportsman, while on the march, can often 
secure game that adds greatly to the comfort 
and health of the party. It would have been 
wiser if he had allowed the native to go into 
the water for the fowl, but he was a good 
swimmer, his friends say, and did not dream, 
probably, of danger, The event is mysterious. 
It is no seeret, I believe, that he was regarded by 
the executive committee as a most suitable man 
for the college at Rangoon. The position was 
offered and urged upon him. If he had ac- 
cepted it, humanly speaking, he would have 
lived long and most usefully, but it was not so 
to be. His heart was set upon the work of 
preaching Christ to the heathen. For that 
work only would he leave his native land. 
The Master had need of him in a still higher 
sphere, and took him. Who would stay His 
hand ? 


Senp Direct. — Sometimes churches take 
collections for foreign missions, and the money 
remains in the hands of the treasurer of the 
church, or the pastor, until some agent or sec- 
retary comes round to take it; or it is paid to 
the treasurer of the Association and remains 
weeks or months in his hands, and often when 
forwarded is credited simply to the Association. 
Let it be remembered that in all cases it is 
better to send moneys collected direct to these 
Rooms, or to the address of the District Secre- 
tary, and send it early. Why should we be 
paying interest on loans when money lies idle 
in other hands ? 


g@> AxovutT a month ago we published and 
sent forth a “ Missionary Tract” on Christian 
Giving, by the Home Secretary. This will 
be followed by a series of tracts in the same 
form, on various subjects having an important 
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bearing on the great work of Foreign Missions. 

If pastors, after reading and using as they 

think best for the good of their people, will 

preserve them carefully, they will have in time 

material for a volume of great value, at no ex- 

pense to themselves but the cost of binding. 


MIstTAKEs TO BE CorRECTED. — First, That 
people with little means cannot give anything for 
missions. Why not something? If God gives 
you ten dollars a week, is there no tithe on 
that, as well as on the hundred which he gives 
to your brother, or the thousand which falls to 
now and then one? We must give little of 
our little, as well as much of our much. Think 
of it, you who have excused yourselves from 
giving anything at all, because you could give 
only a little. 

Second, That small churches may be excused 
Jrom giving. Why so? In most of the smaller 
churches there are individual members of some 
means; why should not these remember the 
mission treasury, as well as others of equal 
means in larger churches? And then, all 
should give something, so as to identify them- 
selves with the work. A small church may be 
able to do as much in proportion for benevo- 
lence as a large one. 

Tue churches in Boston and vicinity, though 
much crippled by the great fire, are generally 
giving as much as, and some of them more than, 
last year. The Cambridgeport church will 
make their contribution about $3,200. The 
Clarendon Street will reach $2,500; Shaw- 
mut Avenue $1,300, First Charlestown $1,100, 
Warren Avenue $1,000, Tremont Temple 
$1,000, and others give as generously in pro- 
portion to their ability. 

BS> ONLY two cents a week from each 
member of a church will make as many dol- 
lars for Foreign Missions as there are members 
in a church. Who is too poor to give two cents 


a week ? 


Drovucnt and consequent famine have 
thinned the population of India for many 
generations. The English government is en- 
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gaged in carrying out a system of canals for 
irrigation; the most extensive, perhaps, the 
world has ever seen. Up to 1870 no less than 
$14,330,990 had been expended on the con- 
struction of canals in the northwestern prov- 
ince alone. The yearly net profit on the 
capital thus invested, accruing from water 
rents, tolls, etc., is said to be little more than 
six per cent. 

JAPAN is said to have a national anthem 
at last, composed by a Scotchman. Whom 
does it praise ? 

In 1860, 1,113,000 lbs. of Indian teas were 
sent to London. In 1871 the amount had 
risen to 15,351,000, and in 1872 to near 17,- 
000,000 lbs. These teas are mostly raised on 
estates owned by English capitalists and tea- 
companies in Assam. In America this tea is 
known as “ English breakfast tea.” 


Ar one of the meetings held in May last at 
Exeter Hall, London, Rev. C. H. Spurgeon 
narrated the following incident from his own 
history : — 

“ He recollected very well in his youthful 
ardor applying to the Missionary Society, and 
being bowed out as coldly and respectfully as 
anybody could be; and if he was not preach- 
ing the gospel abroad to-day, it was no fault of 
his, for in the ardor of his love to Christ he 
gave himself to it freely enough.” 


BesivEs the mission of the American Board 
in Ceylon, there is an English Wesleyan mis- 
sion. A recent report states that they have 8 
European and 30 native missionaries, 2,187 
church-members, and 6,100 pupils in school. 
Self-supporting churches are being raised up, 
and their educational institutions are efficient 
and successful. 


In the church mission in Sierra Leone more 
than 1,000 natives have been “confirmed ” 
during the past year. At Yaroba, Lagos, two 
churches have been built, 2,000 converts con- 
firmed, and four native teachers have received 
deacon’s orders. At Nazareth two Arabs have 
been ordained. 
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Accorp1nG to the Indian Mirror, organ of 
the progressive Brahmos, the annual Brahmo 
festival was successful. It commenced Mon- 
day evening, January 20. On the following 
Wednesday there was a procession through 
the streets of Calcutta. Rev. C. H. Dall, the 
convert from American Unitarianism, bore a 
banner with the motto, “One only without a 
second.” Another was borne by a native of 
Behar, and another by a Mohammedan of 
Dacca. Baboo Keshub Chunder Sen lectured 
on inspiration, Saturday. During the proceed- 
ings a Brahmo missionary told his audience 
very frankly that although within the last 
forty years more than one hundred “ somajes” 
(Brahmo churches) had been formed in different 
parts of India, there had at the same time been 
so much defection, and 0 little real unanimity 
of opinion manifested among the many mem- 
bers, that the friends of the movement were 
beginning to entertain grave fears for its per- 
manence. There had been no real organization. 
Without this there was no hope of a theistic 
church for India. The first step needed was, 
the settlement of doctrinal beliefs. The advice 
given was: “Go down into your hearts. 
Search there for your principles.” 


Dr. ANDERSON, in his report of Major 
Sladen’s expedition to Yunan (Western China), 
says that the Irrawaddy is navigable by large 
boats for 150 miles above Bamo, and probably 
to a much greater distance. The mass of the 
population about Bamo, and of the country west 
as far as Assam, is Shan, with a considerable 
proportion of Kakhyens. The latter tribe is 
one of the most numerous of the unlettered, 
non-idolatrous, aboriginal tribes. They are 
much feared by the Burmans, and hold firmly 
the mountains between Burmah and China. 
British trade between Rangoon and Bamo 
already exceeds a million sterling yearly. 


g@> WE cannot give the donations received 
in March, till the next number of the Magazine. 
The June number will contain both the March 
and the April receipts. 
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THe commissioner of education says that 
the benefactions made by private individuals 
in America for educational purposes in 1871 
amounted to over $8,000,000, and those for 
1872 to nearly $10,000,000. The amount for 
1872 included for colleges and universities 
$6,282,462 ; for theological institutions $1,155,- 
857. 

The Treasurer of the Missionary Union \s 
ready to receive donations for the endowment 
of the Rangoon College, or the Karen and 
Teloogoo Theological Seminaries. Money can- 
not be more usefully invested. 


FOUR MEN FOR THE TELOOGOOS. 


Tue following appeal speaks for itself. 
Brethren, read, ponder, decide, act. 


To Pastors and Theological Students. 

Dear BRETHREN: You are acquainted 
with the Teloogoos, and know that they are 
one of the largest nations in India, of the 
Indo-Germanic family, and Hindoos of the 
most strict sect. They are naturally, for heathen, 
a superior people. On account of their energy, 
perseverance, and inquisitiveness, they are 
frequently called “The Yankees of Hindo- 
stan.” The Teloogoo mission is favorably lo- 
cated, not only for work among the Teloogoos, 
but also for reaching the other nations of 
Central and Southern India, The blessing of 
God has rested on this mission for years in 
a remarkable manner. Now the Christians 
number about three thousand, and the nominal 
Christians six or seven thousand. These are 
scattered here and there in over three hundred 
towns and villages, among a population of four 
or five millions, who are looking to American 
Baptists, to them only, for the gospel. Where 
else have the Baptists such a field ? 

Before I left India, the missionaries decided 
that they ought to be reinforced by at least 
four families at once. In this the Executive 
Committee of the Missionary Union concur. 
One of these men will take charge of the 
Theological Seminary at Ramapatam. Another 
will go to Nellore to assist, and eventually to 
relieve, Dr. Jewett of most of his field-labor, 
while he gives the Teloogoos a pure Bible and 
Christian literature, a work which he is emi- 
nently qualified to do. The third man in con- 
junction with br. McLaurin or myself, should 
open a new station at Cumbum or Kurnool, 
both which are important towns. The fourth 
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ought to settle at Madras, a city of 500,000 
inhabitants (100,000 of whom are Teloogoos) 
the capital of 35,000,000 people. 

When we ask for four men, we ask not for 
the number we would like to have. One 
hundred, or one thousand, even, would not 
supply the demand. We ask only for men 
enough to hold the ground already gained, and 
guide affairs, while native brethren are being 
trained for the work; for we must eventually 
rely on a native ministry to evangelize India. 

Never was there a louder call for the mis- 
sionaries since the Holy Spirit said, “ Separate 
me Barnabas and Saul, for the work whereunto 
I have called them,” than now comes from the 
Teloogoo mission, Hindostan. 

1. The Government is friendly. The peo- 
ple are numbered by the million, easily reached 
and ready to receive us as teachers sent by 
God. A common appellation given to us by 
the heathen is, “ God’s men.” Converts are 
joining the churches daily, 800 or 900 per year, 
and everything is as encouraging as we could 
reasonably expect. All the missionaries there 
are pleading for help. Every breeze that has 
swept the ocean for years, has hurried on their 
requests to you for this. 

2. More than one hundred ot tae converts 
wish to study for the ministry. A seminary 
building has been erected, and fifty of these 
young men are ready to enter it, and are wait- 
ing and looking for an American teacher to 
come over and instruct them. 

8. The heathen call for missionaries. Often 
have they said to me, “Sir, if the Christian 
religion is true, if Jesus is the only Saviour, 
and if they who believe not on Him must go to 
hell, why is it that more missionaries do not 
come and tell me this? How can we believe 
before we hear? What will become of those 
villages where you do not go?” ete. 

One native preacher of Ongole reports that 
a native magistrate, who has charge of about 
two hundred villages, is going from place to 
place inquiring kindly about the Christians, 
and warns all to treat them well, because, says 
he, “we must all become Christians some 
day.” Such is a wide-spread impression, and, 
as every heathen Hindoo is a fatalist, it means 
a great deal. 

Three thousand native Christians are asking 
God, daily, to send missionaries to them. 
Why do they thus plead? That they may be 
taught the “all things” Jesus commanded to 
be taught to believers, that their children may 
be educated, that their countrymen may be 
Christianized, and their God glorified. 


160 


The great commission reads, “ Go ye into 
all the world and preach the gospel to every 
creature.” Go, who? Go, where? The order 
is a personal one to every child of Jesus, and 
is as far-reaching as the wide world. Where 
the most need is, and where the most enemies 
are, there the true soldier would be. I do not 
mean by this that all must personally go to 
foreign lands. All are not adapted to the 
work. All are not of the proper age. All 
have not health to endure a tropical climate. 
All have not the education necessary. But 
every young man who by nature, grace, and 
education is fit for a foreign missionary, should 
go, must go, or have an excuse for remaining 
at home, that will be valid, not only now, but 
on the Judgment day, when we shall meet 
these Hindoos, Chinese, ete. What can Ezekiel 
Xxxiii. 7, 8, and 9 mean, if this is not true ? 
I have been in the United States ten months. 

I have travelled thousands of miles, and have 

attended the anniversaries in New York, four 

State Conventions, many Associations and 

Missionary meetings, and have, in behalf of 
the missionaries and native brethren, invited 

scores of pastors and ministerial students, to 
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come over and help us. But shall I write it? 
Only one has responded unreservedly to the 
Macedonian call. 

I wish to return to Hindostan in September. 
Will four of you go before me, or go with me ? 
You must, dear brethren. For how can I go 
back and tell those one hundred ministerial 
students that I can get no teachers for them? 
Can I tell the three thousand native Christians 
that their prayers are unheard —that of the 
twelve thousand Baptist preachers in America, 
none will come to be their spiritual guides, and 
that they and their children must live on in 
ignorance? Must the multitudes of heathen 
understand that Christians believe that they 
will be eternally damned, but that none will 
come to warn and teach them? And must I 
say to those overworked, faithful missionaries, 
that — No,I can not, I will not. The men 
are in the United States and will come. I 
believe it with all my heart. Please send on ° 
your names soon. We want to know who you 
are, and God andthe Teloogoos will bless you. 

Fraternally Yours, 
J. E. Ciroven. 
STRAWBERRY Pornt, IA., March 12, 1873. 


AMERICAN BAPTIST MISSIONARY UNION. 


ANNUAL MEETINGS. 


The fifty-ninth annual meeting of the American Baptist Missionary Union will be held in 


the city of Albany, N. Y.,on Turspay, May 20th. The annual sermon will be preached by 


Rev. J. B. Thomas, D. D., of Chicago. 


HAVERHILL, Mass., April 11, 1878. 


In accordance with a provision of the Constitution, the fifty-ninth annual meeting of the 


G. W. BOSWORTH, Rec. Sec. 


Board of Managers of the A. B. M. Union will be held in Albany, immediately after the final 


adjournment of the meeting of the Union. 


HartForp, Conn., April 11, 1873, 


C. B. CRANE, Rec. Sec. 


